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. . .  u o ,  t h e  t h i n g  i s  t h o u g h ,  n o t  a  l o t r s
a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d . . .  I  m e a n ,  t h e r e  w a s
C h r i s t m a s ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  f a i r ' l y  u n i v e r s a l  a n d
n o t h i n g  r e a l l y  t o  d o  w i t h  u s ,  a s  s u c h  -  j t r s
jus t  an  o1d pagan th ing .  VJe went  fo r  a  wa lk
a long the  Thames f rom Hammersmi th  to  Putney  on
C h r j s t m a s  m o r n i n g ,  w h i c h  w a s  n i c e ,  b u t  n o t
r e a l l y  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  y o u ' d  w a n t  t o  r e a d
about  in  a  news le t te r  un less  your re  my mother
w h i c h ,  p e n d j n g  b l o o d - t e s t s ,  y o u r r e  n o t ,  s o . . .

the  t roub l  e  i  s  tha t ,  fo r  us  ,  the
Season o f  Goodwi l l  jus t  means two f rus t ra t ing
months of not bei ng al I  owed to rel ease
a n y t h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w h o l e  i n d u s t r y r s  t o t a l l y
g e a r e d  u p  t o  f e s t i v e  f u n  a n d  i o l l i t y ,  a n d  o u r
macabre  brand o f  jang le -pop wou1d,  i t  seems,
jus t  annoy  peop le  and depress  them.  So wer re
banned,  h idden away f rom pub l ic  v iew,  the  mad
u n c l e  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  d r i b b l i n g  a n d  s p i t t i n g  a n d
r e f u s i n g  t o  p u l l  h i s  c r a c k e r  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f
the fami ly gathers round to watch The Two
Ronn ies  -  and whom you la te r  d iscover  has
s l i p p e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  l i t t l e  T o m m y
t o  t e l l  h i m  t h i n g s  n o  5  y e a r - o l d  h a s  a  r i g h t
to know. l , le are the giant humbug at the
C h r i s t m a s  F e a s t .  S u c k  u s  a t  y o u r  p e r i l .  T h a t
seems to  be  the  a t t j  tude .  Th j  s  year  was
espec i  a l  l  y  ga l  l  i  ng  because our  d i  s t r i  bu tors
w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s h i p p i n g  o u t  0 a s i s r s
Chr j  s tmas S i  ng l  e .

And we had to  watch .

the cakes used to i l lustrate th is ne, . ' /s let ter  are
Almond & Mincemeat Sl ices and SDiced Frui t  & Nut Cakes,

both f rom Lyons range of  Chr istmas cakes.
N.B. SMALL CHILOREN CAN CHOKE ON NUTS

A n d  s 0 . . .  t h a t  w a s  C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  w h a t ,  t o
quote  the  la te  John Lennon,  d id  we do? l , le l1 ,
John,  we popped down to  Cornwal l  fo r  a  few
d a y s ,  a c t u a 1 1 y ,  a n d  v e r y  n i c e  i t  w a s  t o o .  A
damn s i  gh t  n i  cer  than be i  ng  shot  i  n  the
s tomach a t  c lose  range by  a  comple te  s t ranger '
a n y w a y .  E v e r y t h i n g r s  r e l a t i v e .  A n d  w e  w e n t
to  Sheerness  on  Box ing  Day,  and had a  nose
round Chatham too .  .  .  bu t  tha t r  s  about  i  t .

HEAVEI{LY, on the other hand, went to
J a p a n ,  a n d  h a d  t h e  u s u a l  g o o d  t i m e ,  d e s p j t e  u s
not  be i  ng  there  to  I  ook  a f te r  them and
organ i  se  t rave l  -games and produce bar l  ey -
sugars  when needed and so  on  and,  accord ing  to
t h i s  m o r n i n g r s  p o s t c a r d ,  t h e y  s p e n t  t h e j r  t i m e
eat i  ng  barbecued oc topuses  ,  pondweed and,  i  t
seems , everyth i  ng "except fermented bean ,
w h i c h  i s  f e a r " .  T h e y  s p e a k  a  l a n g u a g e  a l l  o f
thejr olvn, you know. HEAVEI{LY, I  mean, not
the  Japanese.  Though they  do  too .  Indeed,
P e t e  c a n  n o w  s a y  " I  a m  J a m i r o q u a i r s  u n c l e "  i n
Japanese,  even though he 's  no t .  0h  and Amel ia
wants  to  say  sor ry  bu t  she  acc identa l l y  le f t  a
s tack  o f  unanswered le t te rs  in  Tokyo A i rpor t ;
s o ,  u m ,  i f  y o u r v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g  a g e s ,  p l e a s e ,
u m ,  w r i t e  a g a i n .  A n d ,  s h o u l d  y o u  b e  p a s s i n g
t h r o u g h  N a r i t a  a n d  h a p p e n  u p o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l s ,
p lease re tu rn  them;  o r  answer  them i f  you  know
the answers. I  think the fact that HEAVEI{LY
absent -minded ly  leave the i r  cor respondence in
Tokyo A i rpor t ,  ra ther  than jus t  on  The Tube
l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s ,  s p e a k s  v o l u m e s  a b o u t  w h a t
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t r u e  n a t u r a l  C e l e b r i t y  f n o m
t a c k y  u p s t a r t  d r o s s :  s t y 1 e ,  p a n a c h e ,  c o m p l e t e
j  nd i  f fe rence to  o ther  peop l  e rs  fee ' l  i  ngs  -

HEAVEi lLY a lso  p layed on  New Year 's  Eve Eve
at  The Jer icho  Tavern  in  Oxford  -  an  emot iona l
n i  gh t  fo r  a l  I  ,  as  th j  s  month  The Jer i  cho
c loses  fo r  good,  to  be  revamped as  a  F ' i rk in
T h e m e  P u b .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  g o o d  t h i n g ,  a n d  w e r d
l i ke  to  say  a  b ig  Thank You to  p i "omoter  lYack je
and anybody e l  se  who 's  he1 ped over  the
y e a r s . . .  a p p a r e n t l y  T h e  V e n u e  i n  O x f o r d  j s
c l o s i n g  t o o . . .  a n d  T h e  P o w e r h a u s  i n  L o n d o n ,
scene o f  manv 6- r i  o tous  Sarah tvent .  .  .  The
F l  eece i  n  Br i  s to l  seems to  have had a
temporary  s tay  o f  execut ion ,  bu t  we los t  the
f4aure tan i  a  a  few months  back  and,  to  be
h o n e s t ,  I ' m  f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  m i l l i e n i a l i s t  r i g h t


