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JEFF BARRETT XNEW MY FATHER PART ONE ( 1 )

I  fe l l  over a goat  once in Westbury-sub-
Mend ip  and  l ay  i nexp l i cab l y  s t r i c ken  w i t h  a  f ea r
qui te aL odds wi th my normal  warm and af fect ionate
cur iousi ty for  a l l  bearded th ings.  Blame the
hea t ,  t he  bad  d rugs ,  who  knows ,  i t ' s  yea rs  ago
now, when I  s t i1 l  had Drearns and worked str iming
eels for  Finsons Fin less l ' ish over in Pur i ton;
and  we 'd  had  a  m ino r  ca tas t r ophe  t ha t  day  1n
the  Taun t i ng -Pen  -  t he  Head  Taun te r ,  an  ev i l '
gr izz led,  red-faced brute f rom over Burnham way'
he ' d  t t popped -ou t "  ( you  d i dn ' t  ask ,  r umou r  had
i t  that  ever s ince his wi fe,  a charming i f  mi ld ly
psychot ic woman, had exploded over breakfast
one May Bank Hol iday he'd got  pathet ical ly  and
pathological ly  at tached to a pret ty,  long-haired
guinea-pig named Claudette that  he kept  in a
sponge-bag in the locker-room. others said no,
he's just  a conplete a lcohol ic  bastard,  look
at  h im, tota l ly  r / recked; t rue Lhatrd expla in
some more openly homicidal aspects of his lrorker-
lEnagemen t  t echn ique  bu t ,  f  don ' t  knov ,  I t d  seen
him brushing away the long s i lky hairs and looking
tea r f u l  so  -  I tm  reasonab le ,  o r  was  t hen ,  I  wasn ' t
prepared to condemn him \{ i th s i l }y  shopf loor
gossip,  I  just  hated him for  having shot  my mother
when  I  was  3 ) .  Anyway ,  he ' d  gone ,  l eav i ng  t he
rest  in the charge of  a 7azy,  lacklustre fe l low
named  Kev in ,  who  f r ank l y  d i dn ' t  g i ve  a  t oss  abou t
much ,  l eas t  o f  a l l  ee l s ,  and  so  d i dn  I  t  no t i ce
when an abnormal ly neurot ic  batch was empt ied
in to  Lhe  ma in  t ank  and  t he  men  t ook  up  t he i r
r ods  f o r  a  l i t t l e  m i l d  p re l lm ina ry  agg rava t i on .
We l1 ,  uha t  ensued  wasn r t  p re t t y ,  vo i ces  we re
ra i sed .  accusa t i ons  f 1ew ,  and  f i na l l y  eve rybody
downed tools and walked out  complain ing of  poor
management,  workplace malpract ice and the most
absolutely spl l t t  ing headaches,  and Poor o ld
muggins was lef t  to c lean-up and calm the incoming
Eanks,  whord by now had wind something was up
and go!  prematurely su1ky.

Which is  why I  was late for  my assignat ion
in  t he  C res t f a l l en  0w1  w i t h  E l ve t t e '  t he  r osy -
cheeked, amply- l lmbed and of ten qui te gratui tously
vio lent  daughter of  the local  s lu ice-keeper,
a s lord lugubr ious fe l low of  v ic ious Lemper and

c o n t .
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