


CnaPter o^e,
Ttris is a fatzine for g:lrls wbich neals

it sonrt be frdt ofterribly drippy taies of
uet Sr:nday afternoon girls on bicycles a.nd

short spotty boys yritlng odes to AielJa or
Andrea because tbatfs so fucki.ng boring, boys

vrltlag for boys wrlting popsongs about gi-rls
I uant to read sonething rrritten for tIE for a

chaJlge.o. ft nouldntt be too nuch to ask nould 1t?
Ohr rtn sure you have sone terrible sad enotion to connunicate when

you say how sixteen rosy cheeks a!d. cute bobbed blond,e cycled out of
the nist and dldnrt gven QMrLE...but then itrs probably because you
kept blathering on about fields and rrees arrd stars when alL she

warrted r,ras a blocdy good FUCtr...

Sunner afternoons "p-"3t c,,,:led up lnside a kingsized d.uvet
shuttlng the r.rhore r,rorld out becaus-"_ -r- Bt" vo"l'froitlc. r hateyou because I do'r-rt belifve yo-urd iuv.e p5e.i T;i"6; Gosh so nuch
if -the g$ig-s had been fat and acne-d.. r hate-yoilFJ""us" you phone
and say rrls that S*$ Recorcis ?n,and I say nyej, hel1o', a-nd I ;;-"
tetl wbat you uanted nas for ne to say?rJust a nonent, her1,l bi'
right rdth you" ald r lt0Ntr r lrolltr r l{ollrr. r hate you for that.
for diEnissing ne, for thinking oh just some gtrJ-, his drUriend.

An -Anerical cqng to s!ay. It" -r.rrote- a tlny baby
fanzine - it was aainly-revieiri urrt, sonenorr, r donri Iag"

Just oozed. joy, oozed. love, oozea inspiratrori, 
-;;;:.::";lirj.t 

*nlnciterr-r Anyhov, he cane to stayr just one nlght, just passi"C 
- -"

througb. P.efd been up in Scotleld before tirat ta:-U-ng nith the
fo*s florr 53rd & 3rci a:p.r he told, then that 1n BristJr herd. be
stayilg with clare frcu sarah Record.s aad tirey said, hou they thoughtthe raber onas run 

!r a b-l.otce an. ye1h. of co,rrse they dld of course
tney fuckiag.9qr r.do-nrt suppose they...r d,onrt r.ippo". it evencrossed their Eir:dE...

thls SARAS tltilrg, ltf s tvo people: joint declslons, eguqt flnance
stc. Ee naybe does nore of the borlng dnrdge stuff llkE letrasetting

endpackJ.ag rrp records JrrXs ewelopes becauce I do otJrer th{ngs -
raght nos clrnlng the uoney for the nen releases, othertlues

ltldJtlg. No so..ajod-so a.nd his rdfe/glrlfrlend rr corddnrt have d.one
It nLtbout herr she lras so understandlng and did r'l 1 ![g t14plng"

"nrt' 
#l' lh?oTooooj" l"' 

-



ctte'p+ej ,h.Ia
Fnouing that SARAH 9 ls the nost inportant record serve

released because. lt annsysd people. ftEygl'ling in the fact tbat
people resent the gap 1a 

-the-ir 
collection-s betr.reen g and 10.chaP+u +hree

C,€tting horoe fron uork one dayr hot'a3d
sticky-tired - itrs tvo or three rniles uphill aad
this day one of the rare bursts of sunmer. I shove
on a derno, gulp sone squash arrd slurp it €

arnchair. I stop it af.,er one song though"I
did.ntt need. uore than ten seconds. HsavsnE!

Ilave se got anj noney thougb? I

PlaY the res'u of the taPe
and dalce about and jury

around and generallY distr:rb the
neighbours sone (but I donrt care

just now) arrd then I sit doror grinning lJ-ke the
bigges.u cheeseca-ke you ever sav, aIrd he11, I iceou

E",lI ge-u sone noney souellor.r because we heve tol 
--

/N111 ge-u sone noney souehor.r because we heve to.
1 t

)-*1 }le treasure a enelly purple paint daubed bedroon
- Z ^ ' � - t t ^  ' ; + ' h  L ]  - ^ 1 -  - - ^ + ^  L ^ ^ - . . - ^  ' L
{assette with black spots because because shers got

tiris ti-ny little voice (but Christ can she sing) and they hurtie
along eJ_l ssieks arrC aiggles and jusi so e:<cited. thar ue thinjr
arrd I canrt gi1ttr iire words, jusi; inagine Talul_ah Gosh wooo!! j

all l4athevrs. age ai iire beginning i"*^:o frlcr fucl..rng exciteC to bea po3band, but a littl-e nervous-shy too, alf nisfr-nas-ired !d.th
struraalong guitar and then this racing roaring ccver olt t l rve 1, ie . rer  Been To l , le t te- , .1e:r  soui r ]  ion: i ' tes a3 hoUr so fas_" i : re

vccals cantt l leep up ani -u-:e.v ior3et aLl- t ire r,rorcs or.i.trs.ioo fasl
to fit ihen and then get to the end a::i. cclleise in a ireap

ani Clrris'" thel-rre so FUCI.TI,TG YCUIIG and. fraqil_e andj_:noceni oh tl l is is real_ this tine .rhis' is IT...ani just

C|;1? plU 
being so sca:ec ""'ilgnT get 1ei dcrrn.

fOLt l\,:.iha.r,ev€r this is about it vonrt be about
popnusic, thai nuch is for sure. I siurply cannot do tbat
anyoore - or is i-", nalbe I ;us-u lefuse. I Conr-u l:noii, bu'! scnehcil



!t alt seens kind of poi-etless. iierers ne J-isfu-ng ny top ten bands

so yourll feel sone lrind, of afflnity, av fuclc thatr lrd. rather
list uy top ten flouers... 

a

Lhq PIer frvc
Nunber one: the carrpanula. I hadlrt

noticed it for years, but then frve walked
ror:nd. eyes closed 

'! 
ong enough. the canpa-nula

has this araazing ability to grow i-n every
nook and cranny you can find; I vaLk round

C1lfton uaru spring cleanlng everrisgg
arrd it sprouts out of every other wal1, each

plant a tangled tous_l_ed nop of
potder b.lue be.l 

.ls.

chcrph <r sir(
When I say no popnusic, I doart nean N0 popuusJ.cl juat -

- nOhr seeiag that, oh you larov hov you f,e1t the first tine you
heard tsunflor.rerr - th8.t total surprlse, arnrizenentr joy, bliss,
fal'llng for the farse enfing each tine, laughing !g happyreuiltv

i.t had been lylng ror:ad lnnosent looking a whole """1 unplayed,
DBI-ffi,liINED to nake up - a uhole uelee of enotions a'lt scrunched up,

confused, nud&led'lJlce-. If youfve heard it an{ lt nattered., then
Iout11 nnderstand; if you havenrt or lt didJort thea your11 just

substttute sonething e1se, and, ue1l, your11 get by...

At the top of our path, for no obvious reason, is

=l^i" -o^t-,lo*"r.,cercented safe by soi]- and, sunrertJ-me,

Y";, *- n"";:,:;,1 :"-:f:."."- _lp*=tfi : i*,!" 
"{,nj "i*il"iu, 

r sharl
Hl"T?;|:H* : ": :*l^::' -ln ̂ :.",, y:l- .";: ;;;; lj'u' nlft::i*:" * " ::":..r1. g:":::":. Td :p' " 

-r;;;.' 
;;"';ililT,:sa;<ifra6a;ni. 

ilg"l* H*,.*L "Fi" ;i;i-i ;;"lA'iH.*aJ3d...oh1 and ca.upanulg.rr

A long-runing arguxoent rith...
she seens to war:t !s lqllr il terns of

ta:rgible events, I in terns of feelJags.
0r:r dreans dlffer, nine donrt involve

notorbllceb or hi-flsr b't ha:rd-held
afterzrooas in Cllfton VlILage rdth tbe

chorus of trAre lfe Gonna Be 11rig61 7n
thurdering through nY head.



' t i i is poprnusic thing is too nruch a barrier;

Hz lorres bhrQ. fqzoGuE5 Loo- he u^derstqn{s J J I
letters that scream of rfurderstandlngtr nake ne cry'

t. laybe I rnisinterpret, take too l lteralrunderesti.r-rate - I donrt
knou - 116 love you to prove me wrongr honost. Iou spurn and scorn
ifre'ma;Jrity, the others (but youtle in favouri of democracy of
course), you detest all these people (but yourre a decent tolerant
s o c i a l i s t ) r  o h . . .

AIl I can see is elitism and snobbery and I plaee that lor,r
l-ow down vith faci.sm and upper clasi tults.

You wour-dnrt r '<e it i f alr these people you scorn shared
your nusi-ca1 tastes, you wouldnrt sdonrt mean you wouldn,t like d";:"{::'i:,l1rH ;:ffillrtiil" ln"soci.al-ness, the activi.ty of it.--iftasteress raceress 

:ll:ir".' * u*ri,l'i"t.#lJ St"J""Irl?ii:u" 
t"

upstairs basernent record "hop orhere' they alL knov your name _ if
seelng a band neant looroo0 capacity ana szo a tlme i-nstead of 200

or 20 arrd El.93.oolou llouldnrt, now would you ?

- so yhy pretend ? UFr ? uHr ? lillrr ? llhy nate then for not sharlngvhen you dontt want thelr company anyirow? r,rhy d; y"" have to be 
-

sparked wlth hatred when youcould be sparked-wlth-1ove? Love,
love of all things sna11 and speclal, elitism in a positi_ve sense, a
feel of luck not envy or jealousy or prlde.

D  l -  ^  A .  L t  ^L/yla.Prr?af S€VCJI
I

\, dqath "iTr'l'"'"J'H,1L'"i€3*Tj ;#xT*for 
the

. 1f\ , "oTog up the eun). Readlng nThe Pork Butcher'l
U/ _-anrl pheu-vou berrg thud uorld_ends-here, David',arut pnen._vou berrg thud sorld-ends-here, David'

Itugheq.uy'tero over ono I shall queue early outalde
rr.r 

tha rr$"t" tooorrov, rattle thc letterbox,

,,ffii.h.1ilu.gb^+,r.4ff$j.':t

i i tftffi;-; '" tT"t SHr:""$ ;:Tr^'i"r*"*X"r:ilTi



I1linois. About an hor:rs drive outside of Chicago is Barri':rgton'

l{ere }Lves Ric, a 5r5r Aneri:-* "j.lh a floppy friage end a great big

beart. CET THIS 13i ltay out ttrere i the USA people are gedleattng

ii"*iai""" to The iazorcuts ! People are putt{na ?r singles i-n

pir-"-;jf,tC.-SVEN THOUSH TIIEYIRE IN SEALED SI^E\IESI! People!!,!.r.* 
\

chnh+t nine- 
--<.."'

--l- t \v

Nunber tno:the cleuatls. I especially love the deep pr.rple ones
a:ld I rrish ue bad one up tbe side of our front doorr onl,, ltfs too

chq,Pt€-r
tezr

iloNttoqrtt

Tuesday norning
tbrough the trindoust

cr.rrtsi.:rs uide r rooftops
--/opposite, clattering dovn
ln the street belovr a cat engl-ne

re'vved and rerrved ageinr a dog barking...

l,le vent to Eceter one weekeud. Up early
to lug sone records dovn to Revolver on the
bus, hone for elevensesr gather oru.
belonglngs - sleeping bag, cardboard signs,

ntcksack... the bus to Shtrehaopton fron
tbe end of our road, getting to sit at the

front (upstatrs) lralf vay d.oen parrtrrrs Lane
sbere ve botb llved at oae tlne or anotber. throueh sea Mirls. l{e

get off at the stop beyord tbe torrn, just ait€r tb; traf,flc lights,
dayr{.ders packed carefirlly asay tn pockets iust ln c8s€o Ttren over
tbe kidge, tbe Avonnouth hldge, wal-king along tbe l{5r uondering if
nsrd been on theotber slde !f ve eould have uaybe trled to hltch a
]:lftl nonderLng a llttle fltppantly...The bidge stretchLae out

a.heads a H.gbt cJ.eer day, sun shiningr -_out o<posed on the Liag",
thc dld buffetlng' ]F" "?"dtrarri sign flappi:rg

O_rgggnrn3J.yr

l{e deacsnd tbs etepe. PLllr then Easton-In-
Gorrilenortbsn the scrrrlces aad Junctloa 19. l{e
look around, lnquJ.sltlve, searchlng out the best
apotr proffert.ng orrr sign to tbe gods. 11ts s!Ey,
ltrs sunny, e€rv6 got plenty of, t1ne. The flrst
vehlcle, afuqoet straight anay. A lotqr. ft stops.

lbts ak{vtng crlsps frou Scunthorpe to Pl3rnouthi

dark I lctog.



Hets a fan of Sbr.ratholpe Utd. and Neil loung. Ile has a photo of his
-vtro sEaIL ctrildren tacked to the dashboard and thinks uhat I s needed
is nore discipline. I ILke hin. I think he naybe l-ikes us tool he

finds our record coupany fr.urny, dxd the conversation is €8s1r...3.I1
the vay to Exeter.

trxeter. Four, fi-ve niles i-nto tovn. The cathedrai. sxd the bus
station, -the tourist infornation aad the shops. I,Ie see The Visitors
across the street. We uave fraaticsl.ly 

Ft ihey donrt see us. l{ebunp into The Orchids outsid.e the chrp snop.
Renenber Frrn arrd The 0rchlds have hit the tovn as part of

their suruer +uorrr - three nights in otoke, onJ-in-;*.raL^n(conneting with Mightv tiighty-rs last """r'gj€) ; T"k**Tfln" *"
or bea.k. Brea.k.

A niserable snattering, a dozen, naytle tvo,
recovered here. Debts weigh heavy on their ninds.

no aoney to be

A setui-sleepless nlght in a bedsit
riih the noisiest fridge in the r.rorld

(nuch tha:rks to Pete), up rdth the
larks or thereabouts and aboard the
6-40a!t Exeter to Sid.nouth, a red
double decker through ns.rros bedge
Ianes(uell alnost. The real ones
nay feature later in the story. )

Over hiJ-l a-nd dorn agaln - and
lfere's.the sea - deep deep blue,
tne res-L sea, not the fucking poxy

n1"":"t"-:!1o*,_,""d *",T; "i'" ",'hj-ch badn't u.Ln serJ;;; ;:L::"r"t
no^ trrn - f.hqt tina o* ea--L^-^^- , 

-'9t'tr naYbr

ff'rt"yrt;#l_t":j:j,"ar?"."q1 y*" i'ffi'se:rd in uy shoes e:rd,oy nouth aad ny eyes a:cd, r.re bad iLi'-:' j Foo -s:lrd r-n uy sboes erd
spent alt day i;r" r.a a*.r^;- ^-,!,Be18ian kid rdth us and Gwilyn;i** ;11 .'*: j. _-i*: .*" rffi:*T,T,:"["iff"fH:ilsig:rificaace 1n nnslish youiu .rril";#u i" Ht"#{ffitr":
up at the castle ared tea ir that 1ove1y little cafe.to snerier Fron
the raln, uhere they cnlled uE by our Datses, t"a;;rto'it:L"**:f.11r

And bere it ls 8Snin, a dlfferent see frou Scarboror:gh, bluer,
nore coatinentalr just es rough, Just as co1d.

Satr.rrday norningr Sldruouth torm centre' Pete, 1 slull love

you for ever for bej.ng ii earfy riser, for having tbat rldiculously
'n-ley 

f:{-dge 8Jd tb8t, lovable tape to va'ke up to'

We set off, destlnation Fansconbe' dlstance flve nlles' It



trkes boura, tbis coast ps,th thing, it goes up aad domr, up and
dona, ve bead inla!d., "6"r" out again, dom to t'he beacht back up
agaLar flelde of btrLlocks, rucksack aad sleepin! bag not trc caalcgt

of accoEFnLrleats (tbougb vetve folded ourcardboard sigus avay nov).
It tslcr lrourg. lJetre hot nnd tblrsty. Itts gg Eunny.

lfe cut th€ blt to Bransconbe Bay a',d hea.d straight for the
rrl.Llages straight for the pub and a pint of ice cold 6oke. childhood
neubrieg rellveil in a srdft hu:=ied nonent, tbough not by ne. f rE

Just aa obee:rrer, I tag aIong, fes'l ing lcind, of uniecessar5r.

But ve ca:rrt stop a.nd daudle. i.le need Y^ \a
to catch that bus, the 4-10. We bea<

*m,ffiiigaf,ffi##: M_
ri-,=1 --i.e peo-s:-e -u{d.3g rhe:-l -oest 

tc",,jof in"-;,'fi;"il#l=ff.r:f"il" T:ir$ ryX
drips blor.r ueil- crear aad splatt"" ol" =ffiAf^-='s t'

tbe sea varl. )n 
*r{gl=-f-

ch;ffuer el weffiFr
i'urouing sAP.i.H 11 is the nost imporiant record verve rereased

because i-trs nore tben just a poprecord.. rn the rwr-off groove are
scratched tb.e r.rords llFUCK II{E pOLl TAx,,...

ChaPler twe, l,tc
Doing an intervie'for e Japanese fanzine and rraLf forgetting

about it untir a paekage arrives dllfa in brightly coloured
flover staups. raside, a fanzine entiil.ed *E** roa " five trackdoubie-sided heavy f lexi f eatu:ing i,ol_:_pop 

-S-o-ni 
p-i"ft-rr' the be stsong thls side of yesterday. .A,cjiin und T:tj ""." io "i.y, "" playedit to then rn'r they oong it as they vasueo up-flt "o*"0 a tape Achin"coil horne. (Tire rest. of tn: fre:.i i: *?*y, but this one cr_assic

song is yorth an. j.:rternatiorral ruoney oraer".:.iil iilrirr" is noi6y
about Drgrish ind'ie-pop and tends tc read. suiggle souiggle "c"iuit1"u
sEA 'JRciiil\:s scribble so-u:ibble t'tRAp AROUND squiggle in that fr:my

rrriting theY 6e over there. )



eJta pher ,fhi r+eIA
Fuck, Iru tired. Legs acbe, arros ache, back aches, f?9e-

scorcbed "fAtty piak, eyes ache (PoLLen a1lergy)' Cycling q'l'l dsy'

Out cyc'ling ry sbiny new gleen blke. Jtrs all nelr to ne, thls

woooshilg into the rrind,, this speedr this feel of freedon, this

tirr:-ff of excitelnent, the fresh air, skirt flapping, head domr,

free uheeling. And the hig}-light of all, nucb aecdad uucb courted
j-ce_crean j_n IiaILea. grnq't 'l village, one sbop, not nuch choice, f get

what I think is one of those choccy coated 1olJ-i.es r.rith ice-crears j:l

the niddle - well it i.s, no disputing that - on1y the ice-creal is
ORANGE flavor:r a:rd i-s absolutely oooh oooh ooooh.

l'!y Lnees arerrt used to thls round and round. Cne bears
a bruise sti-ll fron a Satr:rday night slip on a fence, vet netal

near DuIO:y. One footr, Ltrong aJ]d ba.ng,
r'hack ii:ud., lcree hurt heel hurt hand hurt
aw fucking agony, but short-lived.

(E:s out fron the nortb of the
cityr through the centre and outr south of
the river, proper Bristol now, then south,

ever southr- saa fooi':-ng grey houses all

janpacked. arrd hudCled for r"raruth

ald shelter, three tower blocks
rise iaIL, overshaocr.{ng.

Then, beyond. The h_1lsJ_de,
Dundry, the countryside. Stand

on iop, i.:r the chr:rchyard, bY the

shop, a:rd. l-ook back on ttr-is
't 

ovable bastard cityr "tl yerlovglow fiercis in the sr.rdight sunset,
spotting the bridge, alnost fragile fron this far, and the
uatertowerr just across our road....) 

A

*\opfU forrr+Le-1
Last nigh'u f uent to a gig. The city was daubed in photoeooy

al'd vax crayou ald 1 vore ny anorak with pride because f haventt
3iven i-n, because T rve got better things to spend Ey noney on tharr
a nelr coat before th;is one rJears out, because I refuse to receive
instruction fron a self-righteous ragnag l_25 niles fro= ny f.ife...
3cnettring no:=ies ne, letrs call- i- i e]i-. isc.. itn not sur:e f can


