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I XFIE{BEN THEI{ IIE AII I'SEI} n) RIDE BIES...
,, l(x ltB Atr tfAt|T 10 sofi{D Lrrt DIIGAUR

-1:-.;r i.al rarkrng-tl a eiii or i i."in lttJ oiiiii-aii. rnd r remrked,
by vat, I suppose, of passlng the tlt€, on the large cossack hat that
perched cutelt askew on lhe tumbling blonde candy-floss sv1rl of her i

halr - she was really quiie pretty, in an odd, long-lashed and blue-
eyed, unexplored kind of ray, though her skin tasted oddly of ftsh-

f ron  ne l t ing  sun l igh t .  Bu t  f tm a  mi te  unconv lnced by  the  ha t . t t
And thus did she cone to tell of the large cossack vho had

&-�\ lnf lLtrated their household vhen she - t{ikki - vas but the size of
a disEant pea on a frozen horlzon; and of hor, dlsguisi.ng hinself as
an old Electro lur  chest- f reezer.  he had l1ved vel l . ln  the corner of
the kitchen - groving exceedlngly plunp, in fact - for four vhole years

\i-until - a sudden power-cut had cornpletely defrosted hin; and her family,
'- 'returnlnS home from an insplring talk on llchen-abuse at the local

par ish-hal l ,  had found only that  splendld fur  hat ,  in a st icky $et

/ spy durlng, the Cod l{ar - or The Great hlar, as she would lnsist.
:  

r r l {e lost  many f lsh,"  she sald gravely,  t t they were bad t lnes ' r '- 
And her soft eyes dissolved into rock-pols of distant blue teara.
And fron that moment on I vas lost; I vent sllpping and splashlng dovn
helplessly,  shr lnp-net  ln hand.. .

[Oh rest that sad young head upon my shouldersln I cried, trand

thoee etEraordinart legs across these eager upturned palns! And think
not so ill of the vorld rhen truly rtla not all Bad Thlngel For vhat,

up a dralnpipel llor coapare: I nyself run a snall, hlghly ercitable

r.ll-hv.w  1  - - ' -.oav',-
/ i

w r l

young record label, and ri8ht nor, vhen lt cones to 811 the - oh vhat
shall ve say, all that Burkina Faso Lenny Henry skinny-black-bables



. - s w ,  j I  J : G J  . s t * . /
"If the sun going donn can make ne cry
llhy should I not l lke the vay I an?
By shoving that you are sensitj.ve
You risk being crucified by those you aie unlike

o ld  mn a  favour ,  son ,  beg in  a t  the  beg inn ing ,  eh? L ike  hov  d id  i t  a l l
s ta r t?  t las  i t  a l l  v i thout  fo rm and vo id ,  v i th  darkness  upon the  face
of  the  deep,  and d id  you nove upon the  face  o f  the  waters  -  o r  what?"

[ t le l l ,  no ,  I  re f lec ted ,  nou He nent ions  i t ,  i t  had  rea l l y  been qu i te
s u n n y  -  t h o u g h  t h e r e r d  b e e n  a  f e v  s p o t s  o f  r a i n  e a r l y  o n ,  t h a t r s  t r u e . . . ]

t t l  n a s  o n  [ h i s  b u s  t h e  o t h e r  d a y , r ' H e  u e n t  o n ,  " a n d  u p f r o n t  i t  s a y s !
UAII IIfTIL l ' l IE BUS SbPS: So I sits there all the way to bloody Hartcliffe
t h i n k i n g ,  r b o y ,  t h i s ' d  b e t t e r  b e  b l o o d y  g o o d l '  h l e l l ,  w e ' r e  t h e r e  a t  l a s ! ,
d r iver  cuLs  the  eng ine  and -  vha t  happens? Fuck  b loody  a l l ,  tha t rs  vhat l l

" . , .  a n d  l a l e r  i t  h a d  b e g u n  r e a l l y  P 0 U R I N G  d o w n . . , "
r rS t l l l  i s , r r  He sa id  smug ly .  Then he  p lucked a t  a  nearby  younB

seraph im,  s i  t t ing  happ iLy  count ing  i t s  toes .  I t  squea led  .  "Came o f f
in  my hands, t 'He sa id ,  Eoss ing  the  snapped v lng  as ide .  t tYou were  say ing?"

;#i'fi

a l l  fun . . .  bag searches ,  co6 t  searches ,  lunch-hours  b roken by  g lass i
shards cascading through silence and then the first screams und 

-tir. 
,

sk ldd lng  on  and therers  b lood and peop le  ye l l ing  and s tu f f  on  TV; .7_
lherers  a  photo  inde l ib ly  f raned in  ry  tyes-o f  a  i tup id  sad c rumpled i r '
up  ress  o f  a  t ra in  l y ing  c r ipp led  and po in t less  uD h igh  in  the  co ld  _
around East  Ham sonevhere  I  th ink  . -  on  the  Upmins ter  l ine .  Chance F

iah/  
puts u:-  h:1" ,  Chance takes us auay,  [He shi f ted unconfortably;' ' l con fused l l ^He - . sa i d . f  

vas  squash ing  H i s  f i nge rs l  l Jha t  nakes  you . r y

/ ' . 1

! these days? Nou rhere are bombs agai ,n and I  feel  oddly qu.r"y.  i
. - , :e l t -queasy creeping through Claphan Junct ion ear ly yesterday norning,
.  i l  te lE &,  i ' . . .J  t . - : '  ;4)-V/m?) . .  R. . .

And then on  to  an  8  t rack  in  Yorksh i re  Road.  B ig  es ta te .  Backs' :  
. lo f f  some o f ,her  es ta te  o r  o ther .  Bedroom in  a  te r race .  Voca l .s  in  the

in Croydon yere l it in the shape of a Christnas tree...^. -\L*erau*-itYAJA#t

ffi ffif, TiJ!&*&T-r:^i.;;;;G-l;^/'%o.".r'"-ori"*i'Iuin'""[".'fff T
t  rdas ,  you  know,  and,  i .ndeed,  o f ten  l i kened to  a  suet ty  pud,  So do  an

i i"ffj bor-roorn. Tambourine in rhe back bedroom. Tambourine covered in blood -
by the  end o f  the  day  bu t  -  oh  tha t rs  another  s to ry .

That  vas  another  s to ry ,  another  morn ing .  That  was "&mars  House, , .

:v"rl5#r 
- 
&: . ;;f$ffii, -r'a\_ \ro _ ,#tsNv.:' g---',--s'lrz 

lFi *,r4,;t^tl "-"n- ya,g; .$_ :,...,t2
R u d i ,  u h o  s t o p p e d  h i s  l o r r y  i n  S t a p l e t o n  R o a d  i n  t h e  r a i n  a n d  d r o v e

us hone for Christnas - or to East Croydon statlon, I should naybe say
( th rough a  th icken ing ,  head lamp-c lo t ted  dusk 'as  fa i ry - l i t  Sur rey  seeped
past  us  re tu rn ing ,  vork -veary ,  to  lan tern- l ined  grave ls  and d inners -a t -
seyen in  p iney ,  uarm,  th ick -shadoced rooms)  -  Rud i ,  our  co-consp i ra to r
to ld  us :  o f  ear ly  tha t  norn inB vhen rhe  l igh ts  o f  Ehe b igSest  o f f i ce-b lock



' i i  
' . . 

- ' .) 
i l ;;;";; '" t. n-ln our flat in Bristoli once a vear r sit in mv parentsr

i l '  \ f ' r  f ron t  . r@n in  Loughton ,  Esser ,  and mon i to r  a  s teady  co l laps ing ;  inc reas ing

i l ' * . " * .  inan i ty  re igns  and subdues;  sh iny-sk inned smi les  phase unrea l l y  th rough

ll '  tg;g bleak nornine scheduLes and merge to the afternoon dreantines that merge

iL r  : io  rhe  cack-h lappy  nunbed even ing  sh i f t s  and herers  n igh t t ime aga in ,  another

l l  "+Uiday  done,  pu t  tu f " l y  to  s leep '  oPen ano lher  w indow on the  Advent  Ca lendar '

l i '  \1 I \r throuS,h the Tiny Square l ' l indov I see

c$rPlln
Ilo tlot lean Out Of fiie

you know.
Close the  v indov .  I 'n  ge t t ing  a  l i l t l e  fed  uP v i th  i t  a l l '
L I O S e  E O e  W l n q O V .  l . u  E t L L r r r E  r E u  u P  ' r ! "  t :  :

But  therers  a  new Dar l ing  Buds s ing le ,  sane as  the  o ld  one and ' lohn{ : : .

i t  vou ld  be  a  pmrer  p lace  Y i thout  fa i th .  rd . "  t " .  sav  i r . . . )
I  unders tand why the  he lp less  and -  hope- Iess  f ind  so lace  in  the  

' -  
i  bu i l "u "  in

reassuring u:el!l- or u .hH..\i;i)S&:,ffj*ffiiN:' ,: rg;r!fl-- i, crying ar sunseLs
Ffl-'r q--'--' s?ff-=z , /.':r,j.,-. \'L1FB cCIJt"D-lig ibRnt"so'tiiim r'onr ..',::,-.r 

- 
(Go on.. . )

I  be l ieve  in
S e n s i  t i v i t y

.''l*'*'ri'i6u Hri*sofrrHiid m ;ivE iDFF* crvins at peoplei

t*-*'W'8,,,,.,::, ;,liii 1
I :3"*llr*: (.-54-: e*;' \ BELTwB ril LrFE Al{D r BELTEvE IN IovE'

. i fu"t tr t !  t i i i i ia in'*t i .n I  l ive keeps tryinS to prove me wrong)

.I "..,-i-g- IL,, lBS"i 1': "' T'IIATIS 1IIB RIGHT HORD, "BABY" ]'i j,5.4ffi1*b*#s#q"Tg.r'-rs-xl"'":s.irFlgl
ff[p;'-ffi": :-- try"5.,#$i',]1'$ffi
f /on  

- t las tonbury  
Tor  vh i le  l igh tn ing  c racked open Lhe sky  and ra in  howled  t . r t / \ ya  

-  j

and beat all around, feeling sone shanef ul archetypal Pagan ave ";; ,f;€{k, f
thinkins, "s_a_$_ong day it HilI all be destroyed." ^ \ \*9Fe{**}-'hii-dyou' r." "l

W 
" :W' 

#**0 sffio'urt'"" i-'ion', be-rtev;oi;. ^i

-u.-n [o!.

Chew a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  s a d d e s t  t h i n g "



u - ,fr**rS -'e.a.T;r'

rl::d@e

i n  a  new counc i l  low- r ise ,  a  uh i te  p las t i c  car r ie r  lu rched in  the  w ind ;
L ied  a t  rhe  neck ,  i t  was  the  shape o f  a  suan,  and i t  f lapped l i ke  a
cornered -svan.

',.Fw;riF -'
- i . l o r t r ,

Lnrr'\.-
.i'".:'',._*d#mt'U',:f!, 1fur1i;" .ff ffi,*"--'..-
/ -  , . ' , 4

' ' ' 'Rn/i4:\TICHAPTER THREE,_ -,,
"r^#tq"';'.*rfiS;#e::ffiffi#{*^#*":a 5' .*'.*s#.':',#,F.-W*:7, :r. ff

3 months ago;  and you and l -  " re 
' i r lvei i ing '  

r t "  lo i tnJ.n t i ; ' ;  ; . *
southernnos t  was tes '  8 '30pm,  "Ema's  

House"  has  jus t  been recorded,  ve ' r l  I
coming back  up  th rough C lapham,  Kenn ing ton ,  The Borough,  and th is  youngd l
k i d '  f i f t e e n '  s i r t e e n ,  n a y b e ,  b o r e d  a n d  f u l r  o f  h i m s e l f  a n d  o u i  f o i u ' ' H
impress ing  h is  mates  (sprawled  in  loud mock  d isconfor t )  and the  who le
b loody  car r iage in  genera l  -  accuses  my poor  worn- th rough ho le_y  jeans{ \ r - i$S 
" l " l " l  car r rage- -  rn  genera l  -  accuses  my poor  worn- th rough ho le_y  jeans

i i l . - ] ,p j t i  
be ing  some. .o f_ f - the-peg Des igner - r ipped fash ion  and , tu

l i , , s | ' , ^  - . ' ^ C _ l t _ r " r , "  
I  w h i s p e r  i l  y . o l .  e a r , .  ( a n d  l a t e r ,  n o r r h  o f  r h e  r i v e r ,  - . 6

, \ , " t \  
n._ t -*r : ,  

11 
y"u. .  sh.oes and.  r ights and i 'm glad you're nor , .u. ing your;

\ i ' n f : : ? : ' , 1 ^ t : * - ^ : l t ) - . ! e  
can ' t  even  su r f e r  v i t h  i n t es r i t v  any  more ,  even

: '  \ -
t h a t i s  b e e n  s t o l e n  a v a y . , . "  

- - - '  : ' � r e e 6 ' r ! '  q ' � r '  t r ' v r E '  = ' = " 9 ] 6 . . g , . , . , 8 ' - ; l

A n d  I a t e r ,  w h e n  y o u ' d  g o n e ,  I  s a t  a n d  y a r c h e d  v h i l e  m y  f a t h e r  g a z e d l z . ; i : - . A , . "
v i th  d is tan t  surpr ise  a t  an  Ac id  House Spec ia l  in  tha t  , " "k ' "  0b" . i "e r , .  i ; j . r . . * : ) \ "=

* .  ! l l !h :  
young n idd le -c lass  th ings  cone to  fake-our  a  cu l r  in  S" "a"y  U"" i  n  

- - . . -  - .  l

t c i s - - l c o l o u r  a n d  1  . ' r  r - . - - . _  * , r
yes terday ,  r  sa t  and wat .ched wh i le  the  F ie ld  Mice  assenb led  a  b rand , l - - . ^

- . ; n e w  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  N o r s E  c a l l e d r r s e n s i t i v e ' r  t h a t  s a i d  m o s t  t r , i " g " - r - " " ; .  \ , ' u - - / q # * .
"-sroc(mwanted a pop-song to say and it cuts me to shreds and 

- 
,, ir_/{f.r,.. ,

(p  yes le rd€y ,  a t  the  end o f  a  south  London a l ley ,  r  found a  dead ra t  - . -  ; l ; , "  
' t7 - r j ; ,

F ^  t p  y e s l e r d € y .  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s o u t h  L o n d o n  a l l e y ,  I  f o u n d  a  d e a d  r a t r
|  . / -  s L r e r c h e d  a r o n g  L h e  g r e y  k e r b ,  v i L h  a  s w e e L  f u r r y  h e a d  h a l f - e a t e n  a w a y f irr.. f '  :11.. ': l : l i l t , l" i:h.11!';: r-"ir ir '" '  l i t+, ' ;# ir '"t "L*"'., r reelp-  ,  thev_ 

.  shoul  d ,  have been maggors and stu f  f  but  rhey buzzed and ai""  i i . ,  h- :a.7\x,  ^
, , , . , 9 ?  I ' l l  c a l l  t h e m  f l i e s  -  N a t u r e  a n d  U i l d l i [ e  w e r e  n e v e r  n y  t h i n g ,  g r e y t . l y  1 , b X/  :  .  , b i r ds  a re  p i geons  and  ones  Lha t  a ren ' L  a ren ' t ,  t ha r ' s  yhe re  i ,  

" " i " i a " .  
t  

' { 7 l - * *

I  l ;  that  s where j r  ends.  Seagui ls  are whire and go Al iK AI . IK Al ' lK,  I  knowL. - t&i \ .  z)- 'yi  i i r . ,  i . r . ' " ' r"".-  rr. trai l ' "" ' rs 
are wnate ano 80 Awr' Aw( AwK' r rnow&ESS^ /\

Arrd  f  u r ther  up ,  th rough h igh  th in  me la l  mesh fenc ing  tha t  fenced f f i f i  _ . . -

I  c a n  s e e . . . .  -  
i

E l  Sa lvador ,  The Le

|!ig.r can see ar this moment _thl f:.ring-ranf,iG.-il-#ir,''"i-pii)illi
and one hot afternoon some too few sumer-s ba& _ before your tine. but

fi 
the. wild height. of sometrody else's. Two figures ,rik-;y- a'r,"-ir,ii 't-'.r"",- : : "1: : , - , : j1*r^1=^1_Tj ,  

:1: :?y, ,  
each.  brearh rasres of  o ichards,  they lay

l r . . in  - . ! " -s ,eer .8 rass  and genr ly  be ' tn  to .onr r ru . t - "  "J  " ; ; ; ; ; ' i ; i , " " ' i i " . ; i :-:"'1- ttsE;l*Dffi;1f,i== i+
AboYe her head the brldge hured. The

a. fer sad renanta in per'nent shadov vhere o...'ttood r-irri'a.r"i/
the end of the rmd, the ferry care and vent fror here, Uetore ifre.....
lotoryaJr cax and kllled,, Nov concrete pillars straddled the roads, 

.--

:1t1-:a:__llf: 
arched splendidtr-lnto the sky, oyer the vil lage anrt i

.slov gr.ey yater, slung froo a rlgld oyster-fil-ol

;?{?r #L':7i:4' ) -r = 5.'ery{$';,5$-#eS-l)Y.'... "|;'.'--ih"". {rt*9 rl,at. 
-rh;;i;i-C-.;t 

"r;;f 
'.5."rr*

N i kki and I ooked :;=--\s4wa-ts_.z.fE: \__ \ I wlT-yi, rai:>

sl.'i"-,'Il-r-ffi."trffi{'r'ST:il; I X-.ffi#E
''.- .i.]'. /i



q|APTEn FUrnn0ne Bullet fn Tlre tlght place Con Orange llre yorldi

. I  donr t  knov  rhy  i t  a l l  comes back ,  sa t  here ,  in  th is  t ra in ,  hur t l ing
south; yesgspday evenlng it vas north, going tthonEtr, hone to vhere the
heart maybe no-longer l les but yhere the-pari of ne that vants the easy
way res ides ,  I rm lucky ,  I rve  go t  a  good fan i l y ,  Jacky  Xerouac  y ro te  bes t
s i t t ing  a t  home in  h ls  n ro ther rs  house v i th  h is  no ther ' j  noney  spread round,
i . t rs  a l l  ronant ic  l ies i  and a t  hone ve  can h ide . . .

And I  ras  rh ink ln r :- "So 
vhy so forlorn, if this ls your honn? Behlnd these smoky old cLE

tube-trein windovs, this is your orn sed grey dusk fall ing, over 
-these -i--

backyard trackside scraps, the Cathollc ceneiery, the toy;;block rin - sr
behind these stupid old gravel nounds and heaped-up scaffold tubes, lt--
used to  be  n ice  here  once,  ve  grey  up  here . . . r r  f i&

Irn too toung to c6tch nostalgla. / l1tt i '

B u t  

* *  , v s , r 6  L v  e q r L , r  u v r L d r E r c r  
F f

I renenber Pretendln8 Suitars neant REL neant SOCIILI$f neant tfr",l-.?
- . .  only t rue yay;  but  nov I rn OLD, bound for  the scrap-pi le,  th is g lass is l : -

I rerearber vhen gullars neant ACIIOII and BIWRGI, -
n Busrrlc rfln (xil srfisi sprcr rx nc

and v i ld  and un to ld  poss ib l l i t y ,  un t ramel led  change. . .  - . .
Bu t  i t ' s  a l l  gone nov ,  a l l  the  hesr t  and sou l ;  a l l  tha t ts  le f t  i s

a fey hardened souls yith unfashlonable dreanrs, stil1 here, st1ll cravln6,,
stlll yanting to frrclc-up thc drtlttht and a|ake the skles sob for it all;
drearny o1d crlpples, dinly repeatingr "rhy ron't you, nhy vonrt you, Blttll

but nobodt seered over-bothered. In England tou rat not have seen a Poll

'Tot, no track-listinS or At{I11lIl{G???'r sald Our ldan In Revolver,  l -
t lckling hls beard.

'That rs  r igh t , "  ve  sa id ,  "E [ ,ACK. r l

But noy pcople ln f,etghley ring up to s6t:
"Your LF has no labels, did you knov?t' D

just  sneared r i th a l i fet lners gr i rc l  n ine.  ) l
I rn golng quiet ly  md. f {o*u-r ' .

And people in Inovle rritc to say: ,/nYes, I knot all that, but lf you have got
can f have soneJr "::'?is*.',ffit

And Orr llan At The llllE says:
'They vlll be black to aav€ ronet

any Proper

T
tou poor and cannot

1!Q, tt's because rc thlnk an enrtrclt black record fo6fa fir[ffire
O([., and endlcss llEte of @ s and @ s and yho-dld-vhars are DRIilGLi-IIIELEYAM 

and anyvay i.t doqsnrt aave.onet because ve dtlll have to get
th.r print4 black becauc-li-tranSe ss lt ray se,er) rost printers do iot
hevc a rcady supply of Bl.ACf PTPBR orlng ro. lts teneral uncultablllty

.^, for PUITIIG |ORDS tPfi unleas onc poracaaes one of those funny sLlver
Jt rrlcr pena vhlch lrc only pocccsaed by 16 ycar old glrls ln Costle

lrorlch vho donrt knor any bettcr anyraT bccausc thct arc t(lm...^-
lnd Orr lbn In lcvolvcr yrlnkles hlr furrors and eays: .:
th.t 1r tyoungt?r

-- Fird

eat or keep Yar' at nights.tt
And rc eay:

l '

lld rr rnd rcrlnd hlr thrt r(IF la vhet happenc bcforc



-71.--"-

#*ei:. )i:l:'" ..- >M lfff"T'r,p,tR.t
vnen I  vas  young I  used to  have th is  no t ion  tha t  a  Soc ia l i s t  s ia te

vas  the  Natura l  S ta te ,  to  vh ich  ve  were  a imed by  sone s low grav i ta t ionatF{ f , f }
hau l .  I t  seemed obv ious ,  sens ib le ,  mora l l y  log ica l .  H ts to r l  was  s inp ly  f , ! f f ia process of  inrel lectual  enl ightenmenr -  to which chere *eie "u.e ly 'nLI l
l imi ts? -  and f ron vhich would fo l low greater  f reedom, democracy,  i_ i

contempt upon those not sharing THE VRITERTS OPINIOIIS. It made me sad; W-t:
fo r  such smug ar rogant  SELF is  jus t  FASCIST HITB not  cons t ruc t ive  fu ry : ;
I r m  s i c k  o f  t h e s e  h o l y  s u p e r i o r  c l i q u e s  o f  d i m  s o u l  b r o t h e r s ,  v r i t i n g #

- ' t h e i r  l e t t e r s  a n d  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  f a n z i n e s  t o  n o b o d y  b u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l 3 -  A
snobb ish ly  nar row-n inded bu t  then they ' re  PROUD to  s tand so  a lone,  up  .1 .  -  

'

i - t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  v a n g u a r d  o f  c h a n g e .  S i e g  H e i l ,  o u r  n e w  M a s l e r - R a c e , . .  y o u \ : = i -
ca l l  yourse l f  a  Soc i .a l i s t  ye t  scorn  991 o f  hunan i ty  because (goodness '
me) it doesn't even like T'}|E SAXB IIUSIC AS YOU.
.i/\AND IF IT DID, YOUID HATT IT EYEII }'oRE.
r,i \<i :!4.- -Hiii 

2n _'tq"r,d&[...i-- ,.,-,.. *t;

e S a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . .
r  n issed someth inS.  Peop le  a re  ser f i sh .  And tha t ts  an  insurmountab le

b lock .  So maybe wetve  cone as  fa r  as  ve t l l  ever  come.  I t rs  no t  lack
o f . e n l j € h t e n m e n t  h o l d i n g  u s  b a c k , , a b o r t i n g  n y  b a b y  u t o p l a  -  l u s t  p l a i n
o ld  se l f - in te res ted  hunan

dtPrxq ct.66 _ -r.nn.!r.yes," you say, ,ro ,"";" 
t'".ol' 

!^:{W".H"r",. ;
vi t ter ,  wir ter . . . "  -  and.other 

- regulat ion 
p.p-rra d isgusi l  for  a1l  ;h i ; ; : { " -" , ; r jo l r l  . , . ,  ^Tory,  learnt  at  your brotherts Nl , lE. .  ,  , \  r i  \

But  hang on I  don' t  I^  remember you buying your new pop Sui tar ,  wi th f l_, , . - ;  : ** i ,
ryTl : l  

earned processing_ Steel  Share appl icaLions,  because i !  ,u.  eury
\ l To l : y . and  

-  a  good  l augh?  And  don ' r  I  r enenbe r  you  s i gn ing_on ,  and  wo rk i ng
\  

rurr- t rme on^the-.  quier ,  cash- in-hand, so no_one paid tax or  NI ,  to make
. \ l i g . . . ? : ,  . u " t 1  You .o l d  r ax -dodge r ,  you l  you  shou ld  be  i n  The  C i r y .

, /  lhret  -s -a n ice yord too.  you never d id buy a l icence for  that  TV. you
never  d id  shov  your  " t i cke t t ,  

on  tha t  t ra in .  t 'Th ie f , ' s  
a  b lmdy gorgeous

w o r d ,  I t  m u s t  b e  n i c e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d o d g e  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - t J  a i y o n e
but  -  YOURSEI ,F ,  and s t i l l  keep a  c lean po l i t i .u l  consc ience l  

' to  
p re iend

your re  e rp lo i t ing  The Sys tem when i t t s ' jusL  g fHfn  pnOpln  you " rp lo i r  _
h o n e s t  p e o p l e ,  w h o  i n  t u r n  m u s t  g i v e  m o i e .  I ' m  g l a d  y o u t r e  h a p p y  g o i n g

I  in  on the guesr- l isr .  I ,m, g lad you're happy making a nockery ot ' i " iu in!) .
l i l d " - l *  

-  I _  guess  t hey ' I - l  ha - ve  ro  change - rhe  ru l es ;  bu r  j rm  , ; "  ; ; ; "a n d  t h e  g e n u i n e  c a s e s  w i l l  s l f f e r  e x a c t l f  t h .  " u r . .  I t ' s  n i c e  t f , " i ' y " " ,
e rpec t  us  (sARAl l )  to  be  fau l t less  and pure  when you sacr i f i ce  fuck-a1 t  rj -  y o u r s e l f ,  j u s t  g l o a t  w h e n  w e  " f a i l " .  

r t ' s  f u n n y  -  i t  s t r i k e s  n e  y o u ' r e
,  

] : : l_ i "  
amora l  as  tha t  Tharcher i re  yupp ie  you scorn  and desp ise  _  in  facr ,.  y o u t r e  w o r s e ;  a t  I e a s t  h e ' s . .  n o  h y p o c r i t e , 1 e  d o e s n ' t  p r o f e s s  t o  t t c a ; e i t ,  \ K

. j :T^ : : t t " ^ l_ t rse l f_a  
"soc ia l i s t "  

o r  s ing- the  pra ises  o f  the  good o fa  ro . f . i i g  -4 :class hers never met -  who are as sel f ish u" you-oi-uny." ! ' " i " " - rh i" r" t .3
and  b rea thes  a i r  i n  t h i s  f uck i ng  wo r l d .  Tha t r s  why  , " ' f f  * " " .  n " " " ' - u
Social  is t  Sovernment '  Because tLociar is tsr t  

l ike you wou]d abuse i t  to
=' i i lerr  because i r rs a l r  rAr(E TAKE TAKE wi th you,  never one r l t t re Giv
4t:: ?o\riticilre 3 {",:-.li$*j3s,,*jl99t ".-.!9TI -".- [.c.'.nf-1e".. [iir{-;*\. +._ i.\i ",pry;*flii,i i_,u"ril;t-r"?* lll*.H-.Hq 

_;

flffffi*", >.'i )$ffi"1;:,t;"*:;0",,""ins i n pE'pLE, nor despisins rhen.

unny as McCarthy LPs.  .  ,L ' - ILS - i - .  l ; ; . ,

"ril;Yr"d. i;ii"il t*{l\. -E
""-io-r..p-ii,;;;;:.,>i ::N#

K' ' \ ! i -1 \ j : :  - .  1T?. . . , . "  Lf  ( 'd--  . ,  .$. -n*: : : -Ssp

f l>$which._is a b i t  of  a bugger,  quire f rankly.r ,  '



sErff,Il
"1=:: '. '
=a{i---! ,H^i+r\i HN c|ryr..# ;:.*iF.

iAbore her lgd the brtdge hured. The village ias nothlng nov.
vlllage vas a ehell. She rabered vhen ahe *as talL and carsl'ffre vlllage na a aheU . she rcrDer€d Ylren ahe *aa tall 6nd Fara

jrattled tirough tn a rigoroua strear to queue at the yaterrs dASe;
llthe sillt irpatlent horns and shoutlng; the alov procesalonal 8royl

to the Satea; the thtck breath of petrol that lurched ln tour throat
ivhen you spravled on the slippery sltpvay vall and gazed out 6t

l-unhurrted toil of the boats on the gllstenlng tvo rtle dlvlde;
-- shops full of roney; and the curl.oua dull grey peace of vlntcr Sundats,

:-yhen the ferry lay quiet and thc vllla3e tlFto€d in e rcveren^tlgl
She rerabered all thie. She vas tretrti yeara old.

'  
n '  .  - . , 4. : / \

i%rft- ,: ._ .i - ,

:  \ t ,o
NV! , , : , | ry  ) l . f  - " - -  - -  tm{ : ,  ^ . . . rn : /  w-  !c  q '6 ._  \  -

nov Irn remembering too; tears ago, maybe, honre is east london,
one afternoon I walk out and come to a bleak battered flat space of

mud and dead roads; then a thin black terrace, a din prairie ghost-toyn,
a l0l drags itself up fron the river and sllps through unnoticed to Beckton
and East Ham and Forest Gaters cemeteried vastes: ln the cold rau distance,
in blank glass and steel, Docklands is rising. )ttj-- ---1;rF

7F 7,Y*, FjT---'fra,* "i
i . .u." \ ^* i - i----- 

' ,JD.nirao

rd and coved. as loud Hinds blaste
in fron the docks; and their dry rlnter howllng soundtracked vlth dullt; i t
bleakness a sad almost dreanlike decay - the returning to dust, then to $
mud as it ralns, of these flnal fev beatendonn rovs.

And then,  as the ytnd vhlpped 6nd tore through th ls vor ld,  I  qui te
-_--.-r suddenly felt - so beautlfully lonely, yet sharply ILIYB - no, not Just

merely "alive", but l l) lE: for the vlndrush Has sooe huge historlcal stream, ' '

I could raise up ny face, I could breathe irs uild alr, let all t l lsrcnfl lX
pour lnto mel and vlth everythlng blovn by this sane lovely wi:d 

lqB?+ 
j

M*U S I ,  t tny speck in a b leached-out  vaste 'J f?.sdvf . . . \ -  
. : .1;'-as 

inportant as filE l$l DIP0RT lfT fiIIG If fiE fD$Jl., .

\'q- \ Hrr,[-

-tn rrn rionf,*E*'**/,: -31 
'--:1i '6-,#S"K.]

,_,* --1: .fI*"., 
J,. \-... 

- ..i, 1.:_i A..,,f,rvifg.\i::
l rhen I  vorkedE the ni l t i -s torey in tovn,  I rd c ic le dovn for  the

'6am shift through hushed unwoken streets in nhich the lov freevheeling-
' t ick of  ny vheels v6s the only l iv ing sound; and yet  I rd Pass'  at  Chr istnas] \
Steps,  a ghost ly  double-decker r is ing uP out  of  the c i ty-centre,  emptt l "
bright 1it vlndows washed vith soft grey nprnln8 mlsts; shadovy it s1iPs

i a ray ,  and on  the  ind lca tor  board ,  fo r . the  f i rs t  and on ly  t ime tha t  day"

it say's: 587 SHrIIXX FAGIUY.
You learn soneEhing new every day.



x**"ffixx,o#
Pi+ /a< \r*ti!s?'ii{':rS .l
'PAY rc ilXE THl"l{ 99o -

\r'-ffi{. _:
'AY rc ilnE lTl"l{ 99p - C,APftALIStl IS IIIJJIIG llt SICtr
B-illy Bragg, "llaiting For The Grea! Leap Forvard")i-"plr xo-lnnr rilAIf 99o - LrilrITD EDrnax qg"'e,-ftfffi-

itlBe:?uge The Presidentloves"The Kids, . . ) -#flll=''< 
;_)ff:-

tr-\, i'.

::i;; ;A"i. Xt.X;. ilLn* i.-r..' n" xia,"il";],?.{' ' ' 'd,lle 
Dustnrt criticlse Doing It Por The Xlds b€cause Alan lkGee lost' :  

l o ts  o f  nonet .  (Though what rs  a  fu l l  page ad .  ln  the  N l lE  cos t ,  A lan . .?" )
.^ .  Actual ly ,  I  don' t  see hoy they lost  noney,  unless the bands are
f,-incredibly greedy, or The PrElldcnt lncredlbly stupld. Or rhy the 7"s

have to be Limited Edltions. Or rhy the sleeves have to proclain thelr
cheapness when all one colour layouts cost the sane. 0r vhy the giB ras

!\in london - not vhere nost people l ive, only nost JournalLate... actually.;1
, - : : t | | F -  t r - ' 3 v , l :  t /  , . . I2-.

PhlffiS:f:-l risr'od*"' )../e'V-'..',.lf.;J,'*4|\.\r:;;]*,/' 6-rl
lcoln says Third l lorld problens arenrt caused by eating meat (the

f ood-chain argunent , thisftny-coHs-need-thatauch-graln etc. ) but bt '
ClPIffLISll, so he'11 eat meat because small gestures are pointless -
distractions to the real obJecttve, rhe OYEKIIIKIJ OF GtPITfLISll. i

.: Somebody said:
' rMa lco ln ,  

wh i le  ver re  ya l t ing  fo r  th is  revo lu t ion ,  and s ince  you
donr t  work ,  vhy  no t  do  soneth ing  use fu l ,  1 f  sna l l -sca le ,  he lp ing  lhe
e l d e r l y ,  s y ,  o r  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d . . . r '

Ma lco ln  says :  t t l {e  nus tn t t  ge t  s ide t racked. r r
Sonebody said:

-T ttMalcoln, arentt the tactlcs used to nnrket your records and further
. 

/* 'you. career pure Capltalisn? Hoc can you pretend to yant to overthrort
| -someth ing  vh ich ,  by  your  very  ac t ions ,  you  he ip  bo ls te r?r r

compron ise  to  se1 l  records ,  what ts  the  d i f fe rence?

-l^- I 'blcoln says: 'r l{e nust compromise !g! to speed that overthror, l j

Hsubordinate EVERYTHII{G ro that; ln the hani-s of the-e<lucated proletariat, =i
I im l ted  ed i t ion  Bate fo ld  s leeves  and g lossy  p ic tu re  lnser ts  can become. . . ' l

And ve  a l l  ln te r rup t  to  say :
f/_ "C(lIPR$fiSB??? But donrr pg ridicule the labour Party and Bil1y-'Bragg 

for their conpromises??? li-bour compromises to sell poli.i.., you

( they  bo th  he lp  to  fu r ther  careers . , . )
"0K, so their conpromise means diluttng

you jus t  make a  nonsense o f  your  ph i losophy
Both compromlses are openly a rneanG to an end.

Ehe actual  phi losophy;  but '
by hypocr i t i ca l  ac t ions .

"But for a band llke yours (vho conpared to Billy Bragg or the labouri
Party are Just  a point less dist ract ion) to p lead i t rat  i [e end ercusesF

( they  bo th  he lp  to  fu r ther  careers . . , )

any means is laughable. It smacks more of self-deceit and larne ercusea
for  lnac t i .on .  You 'd  change more  i f  you  SFI  AN EXAl . tpLE. , . ' r

0nly ve don' t  interrupt ,  do ue? We Just  buy the l2 ' ,  and noan about. ! '

the rernlxed electronics thatrs reDlaced nnE IJI|HYFffiRITIGILy'.Mi: =3E;;=l:T . \o^ ' r" ii J/s:ryxr*
n q  I ^ r E . r  .  R a i l  W  i , : F i  t . E . =

I've got thls other theory says only PltXIfi vlns out l"n the end and
compromise only works in the short-tern, and vhen you start from a
conpronlsed base your constructions vi1l alvays be weak. l{htch is rhy

I hate to see the lnbour Party waterinS dovn its Soctaltsn.,i:b-r - j"l^
, \ I  van t  pure  ph i losoph ica l  ,  rad lca l  thought .

. \But we have to Bet the Tories out of pover sonehov.pf{S-:

lrxgTs- --..
is quite pure

and dist ract i



['E
l r  l
l i

l l
. CTTPTEN. TEI{ i

'lloahts Ark Is leavingn

I

Crash.
Sp lash  .

-  - - -___hle rat t le through rain,  th is t ra in is  dragglng i ts  yheels,
and i t  judders and hur ls us around, i t 's  near l -y Clr is tmas,  lndve done, the skyrs coalescing,  paradise blue,  downhl l l  out  of
we scream in to  b lackness ,

| 
' 'Ihere's Bob And There.'s Hugh And fn"r.t-if" ,rnC

And i t  had no  vhee ls ,  i t  had  runn l rs .

' ---- -- ;- - '^:j",.'t;::."': 
t 
j*r--=.ifr$'rE#',*l=i.-:-q"r$sEr'i. 

E':qdi;  ,  M i le  End looked d i f fe ren t .  Las t  t i rne ' , r  was  here  they  eere  rebu i rd inS,

i ::1,.0^1*,"n^I^'.L*-."1d 
piles of concrere slabs and. t,i;t,s ;;J iiing" *"..

i  sca t te red  about  the  p la t fo rns ,  bu t  nov . . .  I  donr t  k * ; ,  ; ;  j ; ; ; " i ; ; ; ;
i  somehow kinda - ELVISH,

Tl 
t.,r lt_ elves were warching fron atop a fallen bough, which ti l lj then |d dismiised 8s just "o'. 

'n"* 
ki;";'r ;";il;r;":"";lrll'"rlolill .

: 9:i_11 
tt lL^.1:l rndoors., I^rhought, especially undersround. Newspapers,,

r l

.  rus t led ,  The doors  opened.  Goodness ,  I  ihought ,  i sn , t  i t  ,unny : '  
' " " " - "="  

\ f r j
i  

" A l t  
c h a n g e , "  s a i d  a  v o i c e ,  " t h i s  

s l e i g h - i s - b e i n g  t a t e n - o u i - o f  s e r v i c e  1
- - . - - : _ o w i n 8 t o m i n d l e s s v a n d a l i s a L i o n b y y o u n c D e ^ ^ | ^ | | +

.q f f i f f i t f f i .  - r . . { -  
r '  

' -op le '  
i . - - ' - * : r ' l - ,F - - - l -

, ,r^T",: 
...".".1:d=11lg".fobt.. r roy;d'virh dhat vord 

'""1.i; i l , ' l ,uui,."ru.i,

,  I  I  thought,  i t  is  just  a vord,  . " ru ""  ostr ich,  o.  *"ut t " r""n l  
"_"" ;J" ; : :

. .  - j  
one  t h i nks  t y i ce  abou t  t hem. . .  and  anyway :

t;if1 ?: :],iin:'"r'Jii::i':F",T.i"'J.J::;;"J;"ito"'#"1.,"J.., H'i|;,.',",.-"-iii::
l  I  

rn  b loody .  wonder land '  whord  be l ieve  werd  jus t  had ten  g l0 r ious  years . , ,
I  And he  spat  wer ly .
I  

"0h ,  
f  don, t  know," .answer -ed  a  p re t ty  look ing  8 i r l  in  a  la rge  cossack- - ] - ! : : - : l . i  

I ,much pre fer iea  ano re iJ r  had known a t t  my l i fe ,  , , I  th ink  BakerI  nat  vhom - t  much preferred and fe l t  I  had known al l  my l i fe,  " f  t [ in f . -S"t" ,
!  l : . : :a looks lovely wirh a l l  thar nock Vi" i t . iun l iShr ine and vharnoc.
I 

tnutt":: ""Ljl.:. j1.".. tl 
,+"r_ know vhen th-e- next rrain sets in?,r

I  Bur, almosr bef ore I 'd ?inishel '-r" i . i r"el" " 
^ 

*,  
" i ' .""t ' ,J"upp.r."d. 

t
-_;+- Il- 

,:::_: 
.1il: l:..:- 

".rner cenrral . Line srock. rt was openli"p-o,iJ, 
^""a 

+F-i rhe seats ""r" ouint"a wooden planks "". "1To""'. 'n.-?tit?itTT: '"::f l ff

f f iS:?: I t " t " : ,  
and,  each.  comparrnent  so formed vas seated by a shiny red knee_a

ff - l ' " 'n ien scal loped vood door held c losed by t iny brass bol ts.  -  i  t

5..-� 
l le waited apprehensively. An elf skipped dovn and took ny arn

l#*S .  
"D id  you rea l . i se , ' r  i r  sa id ,  " thar  

ihe  ryp ica l  aau l r  , " i " l i

i,- _.lo.ting skv and the vaves ii rhar mrenr becming ALrvE yirh . ;il; I
l. phosphorescence that flickered and shiuered oui ore. o".t ,.t"i-I I

;i. Illl,.:f 
relrin' silver. Sorerims she rmginld ir,". 

-."ri-ril.ll

1 I . 
Her 

]9a5ooo had looked our over the estuery. Sherd loved it
,1 , DeaE on naSn sMer erenings; the aun slipping dovn frm a tired

. The- villbge yithdrev. 
.The ferries s_lopped, the buses atopped, _the people- stopped trting and noved avay. Sne'stayed,

i 
". 

:::.-l^_,t""1--Tre reat; rore, quite siuply, stoppable; .h.;"-;fr-i;;:, 
J 

tar too ruote-.for fear; and sunsets mde her cry-.- 
!i. _ 6ut noy the sun set early behind a concrete ri l , md aunset justl

l i j  
- reant shadovs and cold. :

[ -. - 
The vil lage yithdrey. But she found she loved lt rore, the l ife!

' i  . . . . i  l l " . - . IT , . *  
vas . res i l ien t .  d_eep- roo ted ,  i r  kney  i t s  qu ie t  p lace j

:ii llllt'I:. iusr spreading ",a sp.-aai;;, ;;;fi;.r"'T;" TilLifi::
i l  c their house and - the vil lage, the vhole vorid diJsolving to one,' i 

I -tpo.alvpti:, f lash. rt vas*hw stt" iraginea rhe Bonb. sh! sar t iny
, i 

Dlack specks in a caln yestern sky becooe planes and the bmb doors' 
1 ,. .".r-:Tii l !_ anachronistic, yes, she knev, bui j.t Bde tt seea soehov

r::!: in the schene of the vorld. S;;i;, 
'"h.. ^;l; 

;.'.irl:;r::;:;r-_above, she vould- lie in rhe ".;;-;;; under the bridge and pressher head .i..h: flg1r it seeled *igit_.lf:g:_.*_lrrin- fr"..G.t i+| , I l.F*c{l*^"**J

,  l e t  n e  h e l p  y o u , "

-t--

i ta i
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tHey Ho'

{
I
t
L

I
so the  who le  t ra in load progressed,  hand_ in_hand,  dovn a  long rockys l ippery  co ld  tw is t ing  tunne l  -  t i l l  we.ur "  " t  las t  to  a  Large GloomyP l a c e ,  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  v h i c h . s t m d - a  " n i r i  g " f a  t h r o n e ,  A n d  o n  t h a t ,I 'm a f ra id ,  sar  a  re indeer .  And a  sa l ty  "o rp" r l ion  fo .  ; i i  , . i l i J ' .# f ta

in  my miserab le  ve ins ,  such vas  the  look  or  g ium l reo ic tab i l i t y  tha t  f i l l edi ts  poor  sad eyes .

f 1

-"1 "
\
lr' / '
'44

t 'Hu11o, "  
i t  sa id  g lun ly ,  t remenber  

ne? You d id  me
m e a n s  y o u ' r e  g l u m l y  p r e d i c t a b l e . "

,  / r y " I  k n o v , "  I  s l d .  ' r i t r s  a  p l
l^*Ty:l  l_*ld, 

" ir 's a stun Altegory For Our fr.r". . ' , i \
re ind€r  snor ted  der is ive lv .t t C r e t i n ,  "  i t  s a i d .
wh ich  came s tumbl ing  in ro Y lew,  a  sna l1 ,

c r e a t u r e ,  ,  .

Vt \. \jZ t
unp leasant  look ing

"We cal l  i t  J .8."  said the re indeer,  not ing my helples disgust ,"ve found i t  at  the rop of  a." tyr"r"p" i 'or- - t i .  South Bank,  pretendinSi t  could f rv.  rn London, you knov -  rhere the Queen r i " "" ,  
-zs- i i - . "

above The Street . . .  but  enough cheap symbol ism, what you got  r f , " . " , - .1"r"" i "The crealure snivel led and dr iUbled,  burst  lnto tears and tossed
:.....111*111p 

piece of paper ro rhe Sround. The reinde". oU""."J-i.
b  y i t h  d i s t a s t e .

"Some- 
ma-nner of press-release,t, it renarked at last, ,,and,

ra lher- -conyen ien t lJ  fo r  your  p lo t l ine ,  i t  wou ld  appear  to  be  in  rce iand ic . ' "
. So Nikki benr dovn nic.ely and picked ii up. a"0h1" she erclairned, "df*rf f :*;J, i l  - in.t '"  

where borh ry pu."nt" ld i e d  o f  a s D h v r J a t i n n  i n  t h a  f - - - r  F r - ^  ^ !  - L -  - -

a

-1"pl l t1. l .r .":  in.rhe crear Fire ar trre saymii l ; ; ; ' i - ; ; ' ; i ; ;
,.;;; ;;:"'.;;;"";;^-\rry

ti:":1T0,.-.^:"-.r.-t_: bull labrador - isnrr thar fun?Il' Ste .ougteJl ,na
to  t rans la te :

"'SAXlIl 
REC0RIB: Srner leleasea

The no tors  s topped and a l l  was  qu ie t ;  , l -  * t ' i "  b rackness  ro .  , inu t "=S 'J lo n  e n d .  A n d  t h e n  t h e  l i S h t s  . a r u  o n .  
- " '  " ' ^ " " ' = - \ = 4

" C m d n e s s , "  
s a i d  N i i k i ,  ' , a  g r o t t o l "  \ . ;

And inded i t  uas .  Sonebody tu tLed.  Another  s ighed.  But  our  e l -  
\

f lung_-open the  door  and sk ipped ou t .  
- ' - - - r !c r  DrBI reu '  Duf ,  our  u t t iu*o*

"Come 
on l '  i t  shr ieked,  and took  N ikk i rs  hand;  and 7- ,

she in turn took mine and



4
-l.t

s lnceptton. Tro early venturea, and
You're Youngn falled riserably, Tova Galled f,afnarffJordshuri can cloce,
and "lly Secret Squirreln at last pLns the tall on the donkey. lbc lbvn
rerain Juatlt unpopular, especially tn thetr hc tofln, rhcre they havc
alrost lfo Friends. >nrIUE SPRINGFIEi.IE: 'Green Ylndrills Are Happenlngt

nfTlre Springies trev up in Barrlngton, Illlnoia, near Orlcago, fercte .;st4
for itg houses. Itesplte therefore belng reactLonary bperLallst ecurbagsfij
vho vouldn't recognl.se a popular sociallat uprlsLnt lf it took ther to l'ill
bed and blev up theLr noaea, theyrre really rather lush and besldee,
theyrye knocked around a fair bit noy and done am good atuff here and
there - nlly Uzl Ainrt Heavy, And Anyvay Itre t{y Brotherrs", la often clted l
even by Public Enery I a mJor piece of do-do - ao aood luck to tlu,

rrnlE ORCHIIXi Yffl cEl{E PIIlfEf : nscethingrs cotten llold (X lly tcga" ;n'A re-vorkin8 of the old Sonic Youth standard, lticket To Rldei, Sf,,,
a song about tatLng everybody for one, 'fags'is frc t lrc n* IP, a...r"

-  2o .o

i t ' s  a l l  L IES : : : "  I  c r i ed ,  " i t ' s  no r  FA IR : " , - g l d l ' i
' � l lThe re indeer shrugged, which mde i ts  ant lers crost  rathei  tonf la i ty . - - tAi i
.  ̂ l l  " l lhat  is?" i t  said,  "you erpect  tm much. You th lnk l i fe should t ' \ i l ]

"No?"  I  snapped,  pe tu lan t ly .
" N o ,  n o t  a t  a l l . "
" l ' l e l l ,  t h a t ' s  O (  t h e n ,  i s n ' t  l t ? "
A pause.  :

_ - . . t tWhy,  what  have you heard?"
" O h ,  n o t h i n g , . . "

z - , "Was i t .  about  my an t le rs?r r  I
,4- \\^ I had never toyed vith a reindeer before. I f ound it oddly {:--;4'  

)4 f  u l f  i t t  ins,  Then Nikkl  touched my arm. t rK.'  
i  

" l  J lvays said,  "  she whispered I ,ent ly ,  
r r rhat  I  could never sf  eep f f l

t  , i ! l r -g man who had st icks on his head, but  you're sonehoy -  d i f ferent . . . r r  t -+ l
---I--l{ 'rl haven't Bor sricks on my head," I said. ' F.' lE]-lE-^w_\+f ;= { ! "1  haven ' t  Bo t  s t i cks  on  my head, "  I  sa id .

i '  \ " M a y b e  t h a t r s  i t . . r l

, |_ . . . . . . . . JAnd she t i l ted  her  head and s rn i led  no is t l y ,
' rThat  re indeer ts  parano ld  abou i  i t s  an t le rs , r ' I  ven t  on ,  gaz ing  over

her  shou lder ,  "have you no t iced? Look  a t  i t  noy ,  cavor t ing  about  l i ke

And it was then that she crooked her l i tt le f inger and rested the
po l ished f la t  o f  the  na i l  Bent ly  aga ins t
the  f leshy  s ldes  so f t l y  be tyeen her  l lps ;

her t r 'o  f ront  teeth,  t rapplnS'
and then she let  l t  drop,  b l t r

' . - ; h e r  b o t t o m  l i p ,  a n d  s i g h e d :

:  
" 0 h  -  n o t h i n g . "

{  I  nodded.  I t  vas  rea l l y  qu i te  beaut i fu l .  The way l t  a l l  happened.
tPas tora l .  Spr ing l i ke .  No bang ing  about  and shout inS,  Jus t  -  n ice .

"Actual ly ,"  she said,  renovinS her large cossack ha! ,  " there is  Just
o n e  t h i n g . . . "

5B',i*n"'y166 did happen to The Sea Urchins? Uhy 1!!3[ you Bet rld of then?t

aj._.:. , **=+,;t'*," 6k',.r{- C?.c-1,'-,,t1.1 ,8/*



knovs  h is  t rade we l l ,  th is  boy ,  tha t rs  fuck ing  t rue  -  s ree t  go lden o ld runs ,
-e foh  hov .  they  loves  i t ,  bur  Jesus ,  I  STILL  CAN'T  HEAR WHAT yOU ARE SAYING,- -,--]-.
p z I  c a n ' t  h e a r  w h a t  y o u  s a y . . .  s o m e b o d y r s  r i n g i n g  a  b e l l ,  t h a t t s  o d d ,
( ' somebody 's  speak ing ,  g ru f f l y ,  c luns i l y ,  " lad ies  

and gent lenen -  p lease,
your  a t ten t lon ,  lad ies  and gent . lenen p lease,  as  a  mark  o f  respec t  nox ,
fo r  Sugar  Ray,  a  f igh ter  and gent lenan,  r rc  minu ters  s i lence.  everyone
up on  your  fee t  nou D leaset '  -  and everyone r i ses ,  the  odd sn i les  ge t
s t i f led . ,  the  pub goes  dead s i len t  -  then soneone Bets  r ing ing  t t ra t  b i l t
-  theyr re  r ing ing  ou t  dear  o ld  dead Sugar  Ray Rob inson,  a ln i t  tha t  the
cutes t  ,  .  .

"Lad ies  and gent lenen,  p lease -  one nore  th ing ,  In  th is  a f te rnoon '
FA Cup sen i - f ina l  -  a t  6  o 'c lock  the  news f ron  H i l l sborough vas  64  dead,
b y  9  o ' c l o c k  i t  v a s  9 3 ;  l a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e n e n ,  o n e  m i n u t e ' s  s i l e n c e .  -
p lease- " ;  and the  pubrs  a l1  s i len t  aga j .n ;  bu t  r€ ,  I  jus t  8e t  tha t  b loody j
vord  "dead i l  echo ins ide  my head,  "dead" ,  t 'DEADn? 93 peop le  don, t  D IE. , .
n o t  j u s t  ! I ! . . .  p l e a s e  -  w e ' v e  b e e n  s h u t  i n  t h e  s t u d i o  a l l  f u c k i n g  d a y ,
f ' v e  b e e n  u p  s i n c e  h a l f  f i v e ,  I r m  d r i n k  b l u r r e d  a n d  t i r e d  e v u "  i  , " n c
to go hore but I want to knou what this man's gg.1[1g, because i.t fr ightens
m ,  i t  s c a r e s  r e  b e c a u s e  I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  -  u n d e r s t a n d . . . 9 3  p e o p l e  k i l l e d
-  by  what?  By  PDOPLE? B lack  and wh i te  to rsos  lu rch  f rom the  wa l l ,  jab
a t  my eyes ,  s t r ipped to  the  wa is t ,  cheap ly  f ramed photos ,  f i s ts  upra ised,
jab  jab  jab . . ,  my eyes  -  i f  peop le  have been k i l led  then -  k i l led  bv  pEOpLI

,q r " fn  I  rean,  a t  a  foo tba l l  match ,  I  rea l l y  am ceas inS to  unders tand any th ing

LJ(> le f t  in  th is  vor ld  any  more ,  jab  jab ,  the  phoros  go ,  jab- jab- jab ,  duck ,
{ } l - -  w e a v e ,  b u t  i t ' s  0 K ,  I ' m  a l r e a d y  d o v n ,  b o b b i n g ,  s w a y i n g ,  d o w n  d o r n  d o w n . . .

:n  
-  

)  ^  -and lok  now,  baby ,  peop le  a re  danc ing ,  gent ly  hugg ing ,  nov ing  so f t l y ,

[ f_ -  so f  t l y  and sad ly ,  sad ly  d r i f t ing ,  down and d .own and dovn and dovn. . .  t i re
f / \nan a t  l le  nex t  tab le  leans  acros  babb l ing ,  go ing  to  go ,  he  was Sorng
y- -  \ to  Bo -  tJ l lAT HIPPEI IED? -  oh  l i s ten ,  my poor  t i red  f re t fu l  baby ,  jus t  l i s ten
lyn ,L- :o  w la t  ny  DJ_ i -s  p lay ing ,  "What  Becomes 0 f  The Broken-Hear ted" ,  oh  g lo ry

be, God how I  love i t , '  r t r "  whote f  ucking " . .d i ; " : ; " " ; ; ; " i i "  ; "T"; i
i t  af l  no f  mean i t ,  honest  to fucking God I  do,  run up and k iss h is stupid
fat  beery old face f  vould I rd -  oh l ls ten to them, sweetness,  I tm alnost

l i n  tears ,  Jesus ,  lmk a t  me,  fucked-up v i th  a lcoho l ,  fag-snoke and tears ,"  I r m  t i r e d
l i s ten :  sorebody vho was a  f r iend  d ied  no t  so  long ago;  the  phone

rang one Sunday.break fas t ,  I  vasn ' t  awake enough to  respond i .n  -  vha iever
t h e  c o r r e c t  b l m d y  v a y  t o  r e s p o n d  i n  i s ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  I  j u s t  s a i d  y e s ,
yes ,  I 'm sor ry ,  I rm sor ry ,  then I  ven t  fo r  a  wa lk  on  The Dovns  in  a  to ld
win ter  sunsh ine  jus t  h in t ing  o f  spr ing ;  the  ear th  was hard ,  the  th in  g rass
pa le ,  the  sun was pa le  bu t  i t  hur t  my eyes  -  and I  cane to  the  edge o f . {
The Gorge and looked down to  the  r i ver  bu t  there  vas  no  r i ver .  I  looked
doun in to  a  deep qu ie t  pml  o f  f l i cker ing  sun l i t  haze,  an  opa l  c loud
t rans fused w i th  l igh t  tha t  b i l lowed th ick ly  f rom c l i f f  to  c l i f f  and  sp i l led
up over  the  dark  o f  the  t rees  -  ye t  t .he  sk ies  overhead yere  hard  c lear

t E , d e p a r t e d  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  b a c k  a n d  s o m e h o w ,  i n  i t s  m a d n e s s ,  j u s t  f o i g o t , : ,
. : - b u t  h u s h ;  y o u  h e a r  a  g e n t l e  h u m i n g ,  s o  s t a n d  b e s i d e  u n L i l ,  v i t h  n o  v o r d s

p a s s e d ,  o r  s i 5 1 n a 1 s  g i v e n ,  i t  s t i r s  a n d  p u l l s  a v a y ;  a n d  t h e n  w e  s e e  t h e ,
f i n a l  c a r r i a g e  b r i g h t l y  1 i t  a n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  s l e e p i n g ,  n o v i n S ,
s e e i n g ,  s c r e a n i n g . . .

I t  and  as  I  fa l l  my c losed eyes  scan a  mi l l ion  s lowly  s lov ing  dancers. -c l inS ing  t iSh t  th rough one more  despera te  n igh t  in  th is  pmr  town,  face
gumed to  t rag ic  face  v j th  s t i cky  tears ;  and I  th ink  how,  ou t  there ,  peop le
h a e . b e e n  d y i n g  a n d  k e e p  d y i n g  a n d  I  s a y  t o  y o u ,  w h y  d o  p e o p l e  d i e ?

1
1 1 f 3 1 {  n o v  h u n c h b a c k e d  m e n  w i L h  l a n L e r n s  t o m e  a - s h u f f l l n g  u p  t h e  t r a c k .

f f i # :



SITTtrEI{-

t f f i r  l i s rened.  And then I  heard .
a hollov rumbling boomed and echoed:,_:'."Ho, Ho, lto.. . "

-  "And vhat  about  The- . Insp iml  Carpets , r 'p iped up  a  f resh  vo lce ,  "vhy
cd ld  you ca l l  them rThe Young person 's  Migh t ,  

-Lemon 
Drops ,  in .  you i  las t

-  b rochure?"

f  
' , : l  d i d n ' r ,  

, l  . o n l y  
j r : l  t h o u s h r  o f  . i r , . . ' ,"And. why ! i$ r9u1_LP hav!  t lack labels,  f  rcan real ly?r '  enquired

a man wi th a beard,  t ick l ing hinsel f ."T0 FIJCKING ANNQY Plg! !q:11, ' I  yel led,  sreppins back,  as rhe crord
c i . c l e f f i . y * " . " n ' t b 1 a c k , t h e y v e r e t r a n s p a r e n t . | r

Dur- ,Hhat have you got  against  the Inspira l  Carpets,r  pers lsted the
piping, "yhen the ertent of--Ef,Elr talent and ereiythi.ng' else is so
bl indingly obvious?"

rt

are you doing another Golden Davn single vhen everybody hates tben,
thei.r closest friend?'l

"To ANNOY PEOPLE.il

t ' L is ten ! t t  she  c r led ,  t tChr is tmas 
is  cour ing l r t

I  s ta red  a t  her .  i
I tDoes  tha t  rea l l y  e tc i te  you?"  I  sa id . l

Fron staot rLnthlne

t{hy
even

:lH Si;r.j ii'l;""@'h't???uFrymd-fli1. ;r ffi i Jq{
i"Do you believe in redenption through love?'r she rhlspered underI -- "-iT"*io r,,,n,. .Z H,,,p;gfrffit'ftTI y*di;r:lllih*,;':f:S,,:"TN",." eyer a*er erceD, rhe

"r' can- Jee-sonre-E66:rfni d"". fh"i"';n- t'* 'o
Beside me, Ntkki had begun to trenble.

'i'/ "Ny';;;'i"r"i"'iry. .,, 4" : )'A \\\ffiP':ftt-L j L
I  I  . ; tggAnd l t  vorked and ye al l  l ived happi ly  eyer af ter  ercept
frffilurchins.,.,vho didnrt deserve to and vouldnrt have enjoyed lt anyya].

T.\rU j,t W
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