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I XFIE{BEN THEI{ IIE AII I'SEI} n) RIDE BIES...
,, l(x ltB Atr tfAt|T 10 sofi{D Lrrt DIIGAUR

-1:-.;r i.al rarkrng-tl a eiii or i i."in lttJ oiiiii-aii. rnd r remrked,
by vat, I suppose, of passlng the tlt€, on the large cossack hat that
perched cutelt askew on lhe tumbling blonde candy-floss sv1rl of her i

halr - she was really quiie pretty, in an odd, long-lashed and blue-
eyed, unexplored kind of ray, though her skin tasted oddly of ftsh-

f ron  ne l t ing  sun l igh t .  Bu t  f tm a  mi te  unconv lnced by  the  ha t . t t
And thus did she cone to tell of the large cossack vho had

&-�\ lnf lLtrated their household vhen she - t{ikki - vas but the size of
a disEant pea on a frozen horlzon; and of hor, dlsguisi.ng hinself as
an old Electro lur  chest- f reezer.  he had l1ved vel l . ln  the corner of
the kitchen - groving exceedlngly plunp, in fact - for four vhole years

\i-until - a sudden power-cut had cornpletely defrosted hin; and her family,
'- 'returnlnS home from an insplring talk on llchen-abuse at the local

par ish-hal l ,  had found only that  splendld fur  hat ,  in a st icky $et

/ spy durlng, the Cod l{ar - or The Great hlar, as she would lnsist.
:  

r r l {e lost  many f lsh,"  she sald gravely,  t t they were bad t lnes ' r '- 
And her soft eyes dissolved into rock-pols of distant blue teara.
And fron that moment on I vas lost; I vent sllpping and splashlng dovn
helplessly,  shr lnp-net  ln hand.. .

[Oh rest that sad young head upon my shouldersln I cried, trand

thoee etEraordinart legs across these eager upturned palns! And think
not so ill of the vorld rhen truly rtla not all Bad Thlngel For vhat,

up a dralnpipel llor coapare: I nyself run a snall, hlghly ercitable

r.ll-hv.w  1  - - ' -.oav',-
/ i

w r l

young record label, and ri8ht nor, vhen lt cones to 811 the - oh vhat
shall ve say, all that Burkina Faso Lenny Henry skinny-black-bables



. - s w ,  j I  J : G J  . s t * . /
"If the sun going donn can make ne cry
llhy should I not l lke the vay I an?
By shoving that you are sensitj.ve
You risk being crucified by those you aie unlike

o ld  mn a  favour ,  son ,  beg in  a t  the  beg inn ing ,  eh? L ike  hov  d id  i t  a l l
s ta r t?  t las  i t  a l l  v i thout  fo rm and vo id ,  v i th  darkness  upon the  face
of  the  deep,  and d id  you nove upon the  face  o f  the  waters  -  o r  what?"

[ t le l l ,  no ,  I  re f lec ted ,  nou He nent ions  i t ,  i t  had  rea l l y  been qu i te
s u n n y  -  t h o u g h  t h e r e r d  b e e n  a  f e v  s p o t s  o f  r a i n  e a r l y  o n ,  t h a t r s  t r u e . . . ]

t t l  n a s  o n  [ h i s  b u s  t h e  o t h e r  d a y , r ' H e  u e n t  o n ,  " a n d  u p f r o n t  i t  s a y s !
UAII IIfTIL l ' l IE BUS SbPS: So I sits there all the way to bloody Hartcliffe
t h i n k i n g ,  r b o y ,  t h i s ' d  b e t t e r  b e  b l o o d y  g o o d l '  h l e l l ,  w e ' r e  t h e r e  a t  l a s ! ,
d r iver  cuLs  the  eng ine  and -  vha t  happens? Fuck  b loody  a l l ,  tha t rs  vhat l l

" . , .  a n d  l a l e r  i t  h a d  b e g u n  r e a l l y  P 0 U R I N G  d o w n . . , "
r rS t l l l  i s , r r  He sa id  smug ly .  Then he  p lucked a t  a  nearby  younB

seraph im,  s i  t t ing  happ iLy  count ing  i t s  toes .  I t  squea led  .  "Came o f f
in  my hands, t 'He sa id ,  Eoss ing  the  snapped v lng  as ide .  t tYou were  say ing?"

;#i'fi

a l l  fun . . .  bag searches ,  co6 t  searches ,  lunch-hours  b roken by  g lass i
shards cascading through silence and then the first screams und 

-tir. 
,

sk ldd lng  on  and therers  b lood and peop le  ye l l ing  and s tu f f  on  TV; .7_
lherers  a  photo  inde l ib ly  f raned in  ry  tyes-o f  a  i tup id  sad c rumpled i r '
up  ress  o f  a  t ra in  l y ing  c r ipp led  and po in t less  uD h igh  in  the  co ld  _
around East  Ham sonevhere  I  th ink  . -  on  the  Upmins ter  l ine .  Chance F

iah/  
puts u:-  h:1" ,  Chance takes us auay,  [He shi f ted unconfortably;' ' l con fused l l ^He - . sa i d . f  

vas  squash ing  H i s  f i nge rs l  l Jha t  nakes  you . r y

/ ' . 1

! these days? Nou rhere are bombs agai ,n and I  feel  oddly qu.r"y.  i
. - , :e l t -queasy creeping through Claphan Junct ion ear ly yesterday norning,
.  i l  te lE &,  i ' . . .J  t . - : '  ;4)-V/m?) . .  R. . .

And then on  to  an  8  t rack  in  Yorksh i re  Road.  B ig  es ta te .  Backs' :  
. lo f f  some o f ,her  es ta te  o r  o ther .  Bedroom in  a  te r race .  Voca l .s  in  the

in Croydon yere l it in the shape of a Christnas tree...^. -\L*erau*-itYAJA#t

ffi ffif, TiJ!&*&T-r:^i.;;;;G-l;^/'%o.".r'"-ori"*i'Iuin'""[".'fff T
t  rdas ,  you  know,  and,  i .ndeed,  o f ten  l i kened to  a  suet ty  pud,  So do  an

i i"ffj bor-roorn. Tambourine in rhe back bedroom. Tambourine covered in blood -
by the  end o f  the  day  bu t  -  oh  tha t rs  another  s to ry .

That  vas  another  s to ry ,  another  morn ing .  That  was "&mars  House, , .

:v"rl5#r 
- 
&: . ;;f$ffii, -r'a\_ \ro _ ,#tsNv.:' g---',--s'lrz 

lFi *,r4,;t^tl "-"n- ya,g; .$_ :,...,t2
R u d i ,  u h o  s t o p p e d  h i s  l o r r y  i n  S t a p l e t o n  R o a d  i n  t h e  r a i n  a n d  d r o v e

us hone for Christnas - or to East Croydon statlon, I should naybe say
( th rough a  th icken ing ,  head lamp-c lo t ted  dusk 'as  fa i ry - l i t  Sur rey  seeped
past  us  re tu rn ing ,  vork -veary ,  to  lan tern- l ined  grave ls  and d inners -a t -
seyen in  p iney ,  uarm,  th ick -shadoced rooms)  -  Rud i ,  our  co-consp i ra to r
to ld  us :  o f  ear ly  tha t  norn inB vhen rhe  l igh ts  o f  Ehe b igSest  o f f i ce-b lock



' i i  
' . . 

- ' .) 
i l ;;;";; '" t. n-ln our flat in Bristoli once a vear r sit in mv parentsr

i l '  \ f ' r  f ron t  . r@n in  Loughton ,  Esser ,  and mon i to r  a  s teady  co l laps ing ;  inc reas ing

i l ' * . " * .  inan i ty  re igns  and subdues;  sh iny-sk inned smi les  phase unrea l l y  th rough

ll '  tg;g bleak nornine scheduLes and merge to the afternoon dreantines that merge

iL r  : io  rhe  cack-h lappy  nunbed even ing  sh i f t s  and herers  n igh t t ime aga in ,  another

l l  "+Uiday  done,  pu t  tu f " l y  to  s leep '  oPen ano lher  w indow on the  Advent  Ca lendar '

l i '  \1 I \r throuS,h the Tiny Square l ' l indov I see

c$rPlln
Ilo tlot lean Out Of fiie

you know.
Close the  v indov .  I 'n  ge t t ing  a  l i l t l e  fed  uP v i th  i t  a l l '
L I O S e  E O e  W l n q O V .  l . u  E t L L r r r E  r E u  u P  ' r ! "  t :  :

But  therers  a  new Dar l ing  Buds s ing le ,  sane as  the  o ld  one and ' lohn{ : : .

i t  vou ld  be  a  pmrer  p lace  Y i thout  fa i th .  rd . "  t " .  sav  i r . . . )
I  unders tand why the  he lp less  and -  hope- Iess  f ind  so lace  in  the  

' -  
i  bu i l "u "  in

reassuring u:el!l- or u .hH..\i;i)S&:,ffj*ffiiN:' ,: rg;r!fl-- i, crying ar sunseLs
Ffl-'r q--'--' s?ff-=z , /.':r,j.,-. \'L1FB cCIJt"D-lig ibRnt"so'tiiim r'onr ..',::,-.r 

- 
(Go on.. . )

I  be l ieve  in
S e n s i  t i v i t y

.''l*'*'ri'i6u Hri*sofrrHiid m ;ivE iDFF* crvins at peoplei

t*-*'W'8,,,,.,::, ;,liii 1
I :3"*llr*: (.-54-: e*;' \ BELTwB ril LrFE Al{D r BELTEvE IN IovE'

. i fu"t tr t !  t i i i i ia in'*t i .n I  l ive keeps tryinS to prove me wrong)

.I "..,-i-g- IL,, lBS"i 1': "' T'IIATIS 1IIB RIGHT HORD, "BABY" ]'i j,5.4ffi1*b*#s#q"Tg.r'-rs-xl"'":s.irFlgl
ff[p;'-ffi": :-- try"5.,#$i',]1'$ffi
f /on  

- t las tonbury  
Tor  vh i le  l igh tn ing  c racked open Lhe sky  and ra in  howled  t . r t / \ ya  

-  j

and beat all around, feeling sone shanef ul archetypal Pagan ave ";; ,f;€{k, f
thinkins, "s_a_$_ong day it HilI all be destroyed." ^ \ \*9Fe{**}-'hii-dyou' r." "l

W 
" :W' 

#**0 sffio'urt'"" i-'ion', be-rtev;oi;. ^i

-u.-n [o!.

Chew a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  s a d d e s t  t h i n g "



u - ,fr**rS -'e.a.T;r'

rl::d@e

i n  a  new counc i l  low- r ise ,  a  uh i te  p las t i c  car r ie r  lu rched in  the  w ind ;
L ied  a t  rhe  neck ,  i t  was  the  shape o f  a  suan,  and i t  f lapped l i ke  a
cornered -svan.

',.Fw;riF -'
- i . l o r t r ,

Lnrr'\.-
.i'".:'',._*d#mt'U',:f!, 1fur1i;" .ff ffi,*"--'..-
/ -  , . ' , 4

' ' ' 'Rn/i4:\TICHAPTER THREE,_ -,,
"r^#tq"';'.*rfiS;#e::ffiffi#{*^#*":a 5' .*'.*s#.':',#,F.-W*:7, :r. ff

3 months ago;  and you and l -  " re 
' i r lvei i ing '  

r t "  lo i tnJ.n t i ; ' ;  ; . *
southernnos t  was tes '  8 '30pm,  "Ema's  

House"  has  jus t  been recorded,  ve ' r l  I
coming back  up  th rough C lapham,  Kenn ing ton ,  The Borough,  and th is  youngd l
k i d '  f i f t e e n '  s i r t e e n ,  n a y b e ,  b o r e d  a n d  f u l r  o f  h i m s e l f  a n d  o u i  f o i u ' ' H
impress ing  h is  mates  (sprawled  in  loud mock  d isconfor t )  and the  who le
b loody  car r iage in  genera l  -  accuses  my poor  worn- th rough ho le_y  jeans{ \ r - i$S 
" l " l " l  car r rage- -  rn  genera l  -  accuses  my poor  worn- th rough ho le_y  jeans

i i l . - ] ,p j t i  
be ing  some. .o f_ f - the-peg Des igner - r ipped fash ion  and , tu

l i , , s | ' , ^  - . ' ^ C _ l t _ r " r , "  
I  w h i s p e r  i l  y . o l .  e a r , .  ( a n d  l a t e r ,  n o r r h  o f  r h e  r i v e r ,  - . 6

, \ , " t \  
n._ t -*r : ,  

11 
y"u. .  sh.oes and.  r ights and i 'm glad you're nor , .u. ing your;

\ i ' n f : : ? : ' , 1 ^ t : * - ^ : l t ) - . ! e  
can ' t  even  su r f e r  v i t h  i n t es r i t v  any  more ,  even

: '  \ -
t h a t i s  b e e n  s t o l e n  a v a y . , . "  

- - - '  : ' � r e e 6 ' r ! '  q ' � r '  t r ' v r E '  = ' = " 9 ] 6 . . g , . , . , 8 ' - ; l

A n d  I a t e r ,  w h e n  y o u ' d  g o n e ,  I  s a t  a n d  y a r c h e d  v h i l e  m y  f a t h e r  g a z e d l z . ; i : - . A , . "
v i th  d is tan t  surpr ise  a t  an  Ac id  House Spec ia l  in  tha t  , " "k ' "  0b" . i "e r , .  i ; j . r . . * : ) \ "=

* .  ! l l !h :  
young n idd le -c lass  th ings  cone to  fake-our  a  cu l r  in  S" "a"y  U"" i  n  

- - . . -  - .  l

t c i s - - l c o l o u r  a n d  1  . ' r  r - . - - . _  * , r
yes terday ,  r  sa t  and wat .ched wh i le  the  F ie ld  Mice  assenb led  a  b rand , l - - . ^

- . ; n e w  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  N o r s E  c a l l e d r r s e n s i t i v e ' r  t h a t  s a i d  m o s t  t r , i " g " - r - " " ; .  \ , ' u - - / q # * .
"-sroc(mwanted a pop-song to say and it cuts me to shreds and 

- 
,, ir_/{f.r,.. ,

(p  yes le rd€y ,  a t  the  end o f  a  south  London a l ley ,  r  found a  dead ra t  - . -  ; l ; , "  
' t7 - r j ; ,

F ^  t p  y e s l e r d € y .  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s o u t h  L o n d o n  a l l e y ,  I  f o u n d  a  d e a d  r a t r
|  . / -  s L r e r c h e d  a r o n g  L h e  g r e y  k e r b ,  v i L h  a  s w e e L  f u r r y  h e a d  h a l f - e a t e n  a w a y f irr.. f '  :11.. ': l : l i l t , l" i:h.11!';: r-"ir ir '" '  l i t+, ' ;# ir '"t "L*"'., r reelp-  ,  thev_ 

.  shoul  d ,  have been maggors and stu f  f  but  rhey buzzed and ai""  i i . ,  h- :a.7\x,  ^
, , , . , 9 ?  I ' l l  c a l l  t h e m  f l i e s  -  N a t u r e  a n d  U i l d l i [ e  w e r e  n e v e r  n y  t h i n g ,  g r e y t . l y  1 , b X/  :  .  , b i r ds  a re  p i geons  and  ones  Lha t  a ren ' L  a ren ' t ,  t ha r ' s  yhe re  i ,  

" " i " i a " .  
t  

' { 7 l - * *

I  l ;  that  s where j r  ends.  Seagui ls  are whire and go Al iK AI . IK Al ' lK,  I  knowL. - t&i \ .  z)- 'yi  i i r . ,  i . r . ' " ' r"".-  rr. trai l ' "" ' rs 
are wnate ano 80 Awr' Aw( AwK' r rnow&ESS^ /\

Arrd  f  u r ther  up ,  th rough h igh  th in  me la l  mesh fenc ing  tha t  fenced f f i f i  _ . . -

I  c a n  s e e . . . .  -  
i

E l  Sa lvador ,  The Le

|!ig.r can see ar this moment _thl f:.ring-ranf,iG.-il-#ir,''"i-pii)illi
and one hot afternoon some too few sumer-s ba& _ before your tine. but

fi 
the. wild height. of sometrody else's. Two figures ,rik-;y- a'r,"-ir,ii 't-'.r"",- : : "1: : , - , : j1*r^1=^1_Tj ,  

:1: :?y, ,  
each.  brearh rasres of  o ichards,  they lay

l r . . in  - . ! " -s ,eer .8 rass  and genr ly  be ' tn  to .onr r ru . t - "  "J  " ; ; ; ; ; ' i ; i , " " ' i i " . ; i :-:"'1- ttsE;l*Dffi;1f,i== i+
AboYe her head the brldge hured. The

a. fer sad renanta in per'nent shadov vhere o...'ttood r-irri'a.r"i/
the end of the rmd, the ferry care and vent fror here, Uetore ifre.....
lotoryaJr cax and kllled,, Nov concrete pillars straddled the roads, 

.--

:1t1-:a:__llf: 
arched splendidtr-lnto the sky, oyer the vil lage anrt i

.slov gr.ey yater, slung froo a rlgld oyster-fil-ol

;?{?r #L':7i:4' ) -r = 5.'ery{$';,5$-#eS-l)Y.'... "|;'.'--ih"". {rt*9 rl,at. 
-rh;;i;i-C-.;t 

"r;;f 
'.5."rr*

N i kki and I ooked :;=--\s4wa-ts_.z.fE: \__ \ I wlT-yi, rai:>

sl.'i"-,'Il-r-ffi."trffi{'r'ST:il; I X-.ffi#E
''.- .i.]'. /i



q|APTEn FUrnn0ne Bullet fn Tlre tlght place Con Orange llre yorldi

. I  donr t  knov  rhy  i t  a l l  comes back ,  sa t  here ,  in  th is  t ra in ,  hur t l ing
south; yesgspday evenlng it vas north, going tthonEtr, hone to vhere the
heart maybe no-longer l les but yhere the-pari of ne that vants the easy
way res ides ,  I rm lucky ,  I rve  go t  a  good fan i l y ,  Jacky  Xerouac  y ro te  bes t
s i t t ing  a t  home in  h ls  n ro ther rs  house v i th  h is  no ther ' j  noney  spread round,
i . t rs  a l l  ronant ic  l ies i  and a t  hone ve  can h ide . . .

And I  ras  rh ink ln r :- "So 
vhy so forlorn, if this ls your honn? Behlnd these smoky old cLE

tube-trein windovs, this is your orn sed grey dusk fall ing, over 
-these -i--

backyard trackside scraps, the Cathollc ceneiery, the toy;;block rin - sr
behind these stupid old gravel nounds and heaped-up scaffold tubes, lt--
used to  be  n ice  here  once,  ve  grey  up  here . . . r r  f i&

Irn too toung to c6tch nostalgla. / l1tt i '

B u t  

* *  , v s , r 6  L v  e q r L , r  u v r L d r E r c r  
F f

I renenber Pretendln8 Suitars neant REL neant SOCIILI$f neant tfr",l-.?
- . .  only t rue yay;  but  nov I rn OLD, bound for  the scrap-pi le,  th is g lass is l : -

I rerearber vhen gullars neant ACIIOII and BIWRGI, -
n Busrrlc rfln (xil srfisi sprcr rx nc

and v i ld  and un to ld  poss ib l l i t y ,  un t ramel led  change. . .  - . .
Bu t  i t ' s  a l l  gone nov ,  a l l  the  hesr t  and sou l ;  a l l  tha t ts  le f t  i s

a fey hardened souls yith unfashlonable dreanrs, stil1 here, st1ll cravln6,,
stlll yanting to frrclc-up thc drtlttht and a|ake the skles sob for it all;
drearny o1d crlpples, dinly repeatingr "rhy ron't you, nhy vonrt you, Blttll

but nobodt seered over-bothered. In England tou rat not have seen a Poll

'Tot, no track-listinS or At{I11lIl{G???'r sald Our ldan In Revolver,  l -
t lckling hls beard.

'That rs  r igh t , "  ve  sa id ,  "E [ ,ACK. r l

But noy pcople ln f,etghley ring up to s6t:
"Your LF has no labels, did you knov?t' D

just  sneared r i th a l i fet lners gr i rc l  n ine.  ) l
I rn golng quiet ly  md. f {o*u-r ' .

And people in Inovle rritc to say: ,/nYes, I knot all that, but lf you have got
can f have soneJr "::'?is*.',ffit

And Orr llan At The llllE says:
'They vlll be black to aav€ ronet

any Proper

T
tou poor and cannot

1!Q, tt's because rc thlnk an enrtrclt black record fo6fa fir[ffire
O([., and endlcss llEte of @ s and @ s and yho-dld-vhars are DRIilGLi-IIIELEYAM 

and anyvay i.t doqsnrt aave.onet because ve dtlll have to get
th.r print4 black becauc-li-tranSe ss lt ray se,er) rost printers do iot
hevc a rcady supply of Bl.ACf PTPBR orlng ro. lts teneral uncultablllty

.^, for PUITIIG |ORDS tPfi unleas onc poracaaes one of those funny sLlver
Jt rrlcr pena vhlch lrc only pocccsaed by 16 ycar old glrls ln Costle

lrorlch vho donrt knor any bettcr anyraT bccausc thct arc t(lm...^-
lnd Orr lbn In lcvolvcr yrlnkles hlr furrors and eays: .:
th.t 1r tyoungt?r

-- Fird

eat or keep Yar' at nights.tt
And rc eay:

l '

lld rr rnd rcrlnd hlr thrt r(IF la vhet happenc bcforc


